NEWS


Date: Aug. 13, 2006

Contact: Boyd Hartwig (208) 634-0784

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 Four Fatalities Confirmed in Helicopter Crash
McCall, ID – A contract helicopter assigned to fire suppression duties on the Payette National Forest crashed today at approximately 5 p.m., killing the contract pilot and three Payette National Forest employees. The names of those killed in the crash will be released in coordination with the Valley County Sheriff’s office once next of kin are notified. The helicopter was ferrying Payette National Forest employees to the Payette National Forest’s Krassel Guard Station before it crashed on the South Fork Salmon River Road about 18 miles west of the town of Yellow Pine. 

The crash was reported to the Payette National Forest Dispatch office by a member of the Eastern Area Fire Use Management Team at 5:28 p.m. after he came onto the scene while driving on the South Fork Salmon River Road. The first emergency response was by Payette National Forest firefighters. A Payette National Forest law enforcement officer arrived on the scene soon after and reported no survivors at the crash site. 
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has been notified of the crash and that agency will investigate the cause of the crash.
The helicopter, a single engine A Star AS350B-3, was operated on contract to the Payette National Forest.

Few additional details are available at this time. Calls on this incident will be taken starting at 0800 tomorrow morning (Aug.14) at the following numbers: (208) 634-0798, (208) 634-0784, or (208) 634-0991.
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