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Date:  June 4, 2008
Topic:  Normal to above-normal hurricane season predicted by NOAA
Issue:  Above-normal hurricane activity and significant fire season may strain wildland fire resource availability
 

Background:  In addition to our role as Primary Agency under Emergency Support Function 4, Firefighting, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) provides resource support to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and 11 out of 15 Emergency Support Functions under the National Response Framework.  Every 10 days when the National Preparedness Level is at PL4 or PL5, the National Multi-Agency Coordination (NMAC) Group produces a “Drawdown for All-Hazard Support” report which indicates the number and types of wildland fire resources that can be made available for non-fire events such as hurricanes. 
Key Points:
 

· The outlook from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Prediction Center, National Hurricane Center indicates a 65% chance of an above-normal hurricane season.  

· The outlook calls for 12-16 named storms, 6-9 hurricanes, and 2-5 major hurricanes (category 3 or above).  

· Historically, above-normal seasons have averaged 2-4 hurricane strikes in the continental United States and 2-3 hurricanes in the region around the Caribbean Sea. 

· Some tropical activity may come as soon as early- to mid-June.  Forecasts indicate that tropical easterlies are already beginning to move out of the southern Atlantic; the timing and strength of these tropical impulses remain uncertain, but conditions are favorable for some tropical development because of the presence of warm waters, tropical waves, and easterly flow.
· Most of the tropical storms and hurricanes are expected to form during August-October over the tropical Atlantic Ocean. These systems generally track westward toward the Caribbean Sea and/or United States as they strengthen.  

· During June through August, significant fire potential is expected to be higher than normal across much of the Southwest and California, portions of the Great Basin, Northern Rockies, Northwest, Alaska and the Southeast.  
· The predicted time period of increased hurricane activity in August through October will also coincide with much of the western wildland fire season.  
· The combination of above-normal hurricane season and significant fire potential prior to and during hurricane season could significantly impact wildland fire resource availability.

· The FAM Disaster and Emergency Operations Branch has explained to FEMA that wildland fire resources may not be available for all-hazard response during a serious fire season.  We are working with them as they develop alternate plans/contracts for acquiring non-fire resources typically provided in the past using wildland fire resources. 

Contact:  Gordy Sachs, Fire and Aviation Management, (202) 205-1132, gsachs@fs.fed.us  







