The 5th International Conference on Performance-Based Codes and Fire Safety Design Methods will be held 6-8 October 2004 at the European Commission Facilities in Luxembourg.

Performance-based codes, regulations and design methods are gaining formal and widespread acceptance in many countries. For example, in the European Union, the recently completed BeneFEU Study by the European Commission found "... it is clear that a majority of Member States intended to implement an alternative fire safety engineering approach into national building fire safety legislation in the future." 

A growing library of fire safety engineering design methods is available to support these existing and emerging performance-based codes. An understanding of the role of underpinning research, engineering education and the evolutionary process from prescriptive to performance basis is key to successful implementation. 

This conference promises to continue the tradition established by SFPE to present the state of the art in performance based codes and design methods. With seventeen countries represented, the first day of the conference will be dedicated to performance codes and will feature challenges they present. On the second day, the theme of the conference will turn to design in the performance environment. The last day of the conference is a compilation of case studies from Australia, France, Japan, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States focused on a performance-based fire safety analysis and design for a transportation center.
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