
 

Today's discussion is from the 

Fireline Safety Category. 

CONSTRUCTING LINE WITHOUT A SAFE ANCHOR POINT 

When deciding where to build fireline, the following considerations must be weighed: 

  

 Can you hold the line without the fire hooking under/around you? How do you 
protect against losing the line and ensure your safety if there is a danger of the 
fire hooking around you? 
 

 Are there adequate safety zones and escape routes? Review what constitutes an 
adequate safety zone and escape route. Who has the responsibility to designate 
them and continue to make sure they are adequate? 
 

 Can you develop your starting point into an anchor point? List some good anchor 
points. Describe how you would develop your starting point into an anchor point. 
 

 Have you posted good lookouts? Where should the lookout(s) be posted? Who 
can be a lookout? 
 

 Do you have good communications? Who do you need to be in contact with? If 
the communications are not good, what can you do to improve them? 
 

 To reduce the risks, start the line in another location. Talk about fires where you 
have had to relocate the line because your anchor point did not hold the fire. 
 

 Do you have a lookout posted?  Can they see the main fire? 
 

 How have you mitigated Watchout Situation #8? 
 

References: 

Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations 
Incident Response Pocket Guide 

Have an idea? Have feedback? Share it. 
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