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Although OSHA's 1910.266 "Logging Regulations" do not apply to wildland fire, the general duty clause does.  Far more important than OSHA citations is preventing injuries and doing what is reasonable and prudent!

In US Forest Service Region 1, where I was the Chainsaw Coordinator for 15 years, we discouraged having two people at the base of the tree with a few exceptions.  Some examples would be Field Certification, crosscut saw operations and, under extremely rare circumstances, "Danger Tree" removal.

Experienced industry fallers and Forest Service veteran "C" fallers in Region 1 prefer to be at the base of the tree alone during the felling procedure.  In Region 1, all sawing activities strictly comply with the "Standard Fire Cutting Orders."  Included in this list are the following:


* Establish an effective escape path prior to undercutting.


* Undercut and back cut all trees at a safe standing height.


* Maintain a safe distance from others including swampers and other fallers.

Experienced and truly "professional fallers" do not need someone else to watch the overhead dangers for them, nor do they need someone to direct them along an escape route to a safety zone.  They cut from a standing position, which allows them to observe the top of the tree and escape quickly.  The tightness and location of the wedges inserted in the backcut are the responsibility of the faller, and this process is more efficient and safer when it is initiated by them.  The faller is in total control at the base of the tree and surrounding area as well as the accountability for the safety of his swamper.  If a certain tree is determined by the faller to be so dangerous that it requires the presence of a second person at the base of the tree, then possibly other options to fell the tree should be considered and utilized.  Consider two more items from the "Standard Fire Cutting Orders":


* Avoid any sawing activity considered unusually dangerous.


* Seek advice and assistance whenever necessary.

What concerns many of the experienced "C" certifiers and Forest saw coordinators in Region 1, is that some crews routinely use two people at the base of almost every tree that is felled, not just occasionally under unique circumstances after exhausting all other options.  The regular use of two at the base of trees by agency fallers not only doubles the exposure to the hazard, but also promotes the appearance of inexperience, lack of confidence and the inability to perform the assignment in a professional manner.  The "routine" deployment of two people at the base of the tree is not professional, and it is going to get someone seriously hurt or killed.

