Aerial Retardant Operations

Personnel and equipment can be injured and damaged by the impact of material dropped by aircraft. Clear personnel out of target area when drop is to be made. If an individual is unable to retreat to a safe place, the safest procedure is to:

· Hold onto your handtool away from your body;

· Lie face down, with head toward oncoming aircraft and hardhat in place. Grasp something firm to prevent being carried or rolled about by the dropping liquid;

· Do not run unless escape is assured;

· Get clear of dead snags, tops, and limbs in drop area;

· Get at least 200 feet away from powerlines/poles;

· Working in an area covered by wet retardant should be done with caution due to slippery surfaces.

Some Tactical Use Criteria:

· Call for retardant early, if it is needed, and follow-up with aggressive ground suppression action;

· Consider: Drop effectiveness, safety of ground personnel, fuel type(s), wind conditions, fire behavior and ability to follow-up with ground actions;

· Suspend drops if not effective. Notify pilot of any hazards in the area.

Remember that the lead plane or retardant plane pilot makes the final decision on any aerial drops or activity!
