National Forests in Mississippi
“Heads-up” notification

On Tuesday, March 30 a motor vehicle accident occurred on the Forest. The employee driving was not seriously injured but the vehicle did sustain major damage. An investigation is currently underway but one of the things that has already been identified is that, even though it was a front-end collision, the airbag in the vehicle did not deploy. 
It has been suggested that the reason the airbag did not deploy is because of the brush guard that was added on to the front of the vehicle. The guard was installed in a way that connected it directly to the frame, bypassing the bumper and airbag sensors. This is likely to be a common situation across the Forest as well as the entire agency. Once the review is complete, I plan to share our findings on this issue with the Missoula Technology and Development Center. 
In the meantime, we want all employees on the National Forests in Mississippi who drive vehicles equipped with brush guards, winches or any other accessories added on to the front end, to be aware that in the event of a front end collision, the airbag may not deploy.  This is only a “heads-up” at this point intended to increase awareness and defensive driving techniques. Once the investigation is complete, more information will be following.  
