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THE Following Information is Preliminary and Subject to Change
Preliminary factual findings:

At approximately 0025 on Sunday July 8, 2007, two Forest Service employees were entrapped by a wildfire and deployed a fire shelter while performing burnout operations in the urban interface.  Both individuals were admitted to the Rapid City Regional Hospital in South Dakota.  One individual was released from the hospital on July 8 after observations and treatment for a superficial burn to his face, arm, and lower leg.  The other individual was released from the hospital on July 11 with a superficial burn to his face and first and second degree burns to his knee and both hands.
Narrative:

The Alabaugh Fire started from a lightning strike on private property, approximately 5 air miles, south of Hot Springs, South Dakota at about 1945 on July 7, 2007.  One of the injured firefighters was an engine crew member and the other was the division supervisor for Division B. At the time of the accident, both firefighters were assigned to structure protection along Cascade Springs Road.  The firefighters were conducting a burnout around a residence. The elevation at the residence was about 3975 feet. Fuel type was primarily grass (approx. one foot tall) with pockets of pine overstory. Between 0020 and 0025 fire rate of spread and intensity cut off the escape routes resulting in deployment. One of the firefighters did not have a fire shelter available, consequently both individuals deployed in a single shelter. Following the accident the two firefighters were promptly evacuated to the Fall River Hospital and then by ambulance to the Rapid City Regional Hospital. As of July 11 the fire was at 10,324 acres and is 80% contained.
The Washington Office has verbally delegated the accident investigation to Region 2.  A serious accident investigation team is on site.
	

	

	Charles S. Richmond
Investigation Team Leader

	


cc:  Allison Good, Gary W Helmer, Craig Bobzien, Dennis Jaeger, Robert J Thompson, Larry Sutton, Charles S Richmond, Mark Boche   
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