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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                   
Contact:  
Randy Eardley, 387-5895

July 12, 2008
Rose Davis, 387-5437                              

Australian, New Zealand and Canadian Wildfire Specialists
to Assist U.S. Efforts

(Boise, Idaho) – Nearly 45 fire specialists from Australia and New Zealand will arrive at the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise on Sunday July 13 to prepare for fire assignments throughout California.  There are currently 14 firefighters from Canada already deployed in California that were ordered through the NIFC by FEMA.   Two highly skilled Canadian firefighting crews are also headed to Northern California today.  

The 14 Canadian and 45 Australian and New Zealand firefighters represent the needed supervisory mid-level managers and aviation specialists to support ongoing efforts by local, state and federal firefighters.  The fire specialists from the three countries are helicopter managers and mid-level managers with supervisory qualifications including division supervisors and strike team leaders.  Liaison officers from the three countries will also be working at the California Geographic Coordination Centers in Redding and Riverside.   

 
“As NIFC continues to dispatch available crews and equipment to respond to the California fires, we need these skilled supervisors to keep them safe and working at a high level of efficiency,” said Lyle Carlile, Bureau of Indian Affairs Fire Director and member of the national coordinating group at NIFC.  “The Canadian personnel often work in very rugged country and, like the Australians and New Zealanders, are highly trained and qualified to our interagency standards and understand the structure of the Incident Command System.”


Primary federal, state and local firefighting resources continue to perform well during this long and active fire year.  Waves of hot temperatures, dry fuel conditions, and intermittent lightning storms continue to create new fire starts and hamper large fire suppression in most western states.  







*** 

MEDIA ALERT:  Australian and New Zealand firefighters are training with their Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) in front of the Training Building on the NIFC campus on Monday, July 14, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.  Media are invited to observe the training and interview opportunities will be available.  Please respond by phone to the numbers provided above if you plan to attend and be prepared to show identification at the entrance gate.

