Avoid the Hero Complex

People working beyond their capabilities and having a hero complex, or an "I can take that down" attitude is a pressing safety issue in chainsaw operations. It is important to know when to step back and say that someone else, with more experience, needs to fall this tree. When in doubt, rope it off and walk away. On one wildfire in Washington, the fire burned the roots off many trees. An experienced sawyer was called in and after a quick assessment said, "Go around this, I'm not going in there." This provides a good example of knowing when to say no. No trees have to be cut; make more line if needed.

Even without that Hero Complex, anything can happen - expect the unexpected. This is a key lesson. In the vicinity of standing dead trees, things fall from the sky. Even when you are not involved in the falling, dangerous conditions exist. In one case, a firefighter was walking through the woods, thinking nothing would happen to him. It was just another fire- Nothing terribly exciting going on. A bomber had hit that last flank and not even much smoke was left. "We'll just clear out the edge of the burn so the guys can hand-feel and we're out of here" he thought, not expecting anything else to happen. But something did happen, and he was paralyzed by a falling snag. For more information on this 2001 accident on the Daniel Boone National Forest go to: http://krstofer.org/poplar/
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