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National Forest (July 17, 2009)     
  

To: Chuck L. Myers, Deputy Chief of Business Operations    

  

  

 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

Location:  Six Rivers National Forest, Lower Trinity Ranger District, Backbone Fire – 

Approximately twenty miles northeast from the town of Willow Creek, CA 

       (41.10.843 / 123.22.484) 

 

Date of occurrence:  July 17, 2009 

 

Time of occurrence:  Approximately 1516 Hours 

 

72 Hour Report:  Thomas A. Contreras  

 

Activity: Wildland Fire Suppression – Backbone Fire 

 

Mission:  Wildland Fire Suppression 

 

Number of fatalities: None 

 

Property damage: (such as to vessels, equipment, and structures) Sikorsky Model SH-3H 

Helicopter 

 

Preliminary fact findings: On July 17, 2009 at approximately 1516 hours, a Sikorsky SH-3H 

helicopter N613CK owned by Croman Corporation, was conducting water drop missions on an 

active fire line from a heli-well (portable water site) located on Forest Service Road 10N04 north 

of the fire’s edge within the Klamath National Forest, while in support of the Backbone Fire.  

The aircraft came to rest on its left side and a small fuel spill resulted. Clean-up of the fuel will 

be conducted. The crash occurred outside the wilderness and not close to any water source. 



Chuck L. Meyers, Deputy Chief of Business Operations 2 

 

Two people were on board, both walked away from the accident.  The pilot refused treatment, 

and the co-pilot was evaluated at an area hospital, treated and released.  

The crash site and road are both closed and secured by Law Enforcement for the assigned 

investigation team, who arrived on July 18, 2009 at 1800.  

Narrative:  This helicopter was conducting water drop missions supporting an active fire line. 

The helicopter was returning to a tended heli-well (portable water site) operation located on 

Forest Service Road 10N04 north of the fire’s edge within the Klamath National Forest.  While 

engaging in water refill missions at the heli-well site, utilizing a belly tank with a snorkel, 

helicopter N613CK came in contact with the ground. 

The aircraft came to rest on its left side and both pilots were able to extract themselves from the 

aircraft and walk away as on site personnel provided rescue and crash assistance.   

Both pilots were evaluated on scene. The pilot refused treatment, and the co-pilot was evaluated, 

air evacuated off the accident site and taken to an area hospital, treated and released.  

On site investigation is on going by a team who are party representatives to the NTSB 

investigation and all matters related to public information will be disseminated through the 

NTSB. The aircraft removal from the accident site is beginning today, July 21, 2009.   
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