Bowles Creek Bottom Fire
Type 6 Engine Destroyed

0955 v

Henderson, TX
August 18, 2011




Off District Assignment

ASeason started
with light local
Initial Attack

~ fOne previous 14
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y day off district
~ assignment

AViobilized to
Texas on August
Oth
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For Texas, the
2011 fire season
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Good Roll

THRERY ). .a ", Between the August 10
_" S 3 ‘ Tl ' and the August 18, the

L\“ b o S \.. crew spent a total of 7
\_ ek GV ""f‘}/ . operational periods

¥ \ s« assigned to fires.

g By
Y % Arhe crew took their
| . engine off -road a
¥ number of times, and
never had any

difficulties.
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Aakenisie 11, 24011

Bowles Creek Bottom Fire

Crew patrols a fire in the morning where they
drive in a slough with no problems

Two Tractor Plows and Type 6 Engine
respond to the Bowles Creek Bottom Fire at
1506

Fire Is 10-15 acres upon arrival

Tractor Plows anchor and flank, Type 6
Engine assigned to the north flank



Bowles Creek Bottom Fire
August 18, 2011
Time: 1640-1645

Type 6 Engine

Safety zone _A_\.‘;

Scale: 50’ N



The North Flank

AEngine follows the
Tractor Plow and cools
down the edge

. Acire backs to the line
and holds.



The Mowed Area

AT he crew makes
progress and arrives at
an area of mowed
down sawgrass

AThere is a brief
windshift starting
multiple spots, but they
are all caught




AEngine 1 pulls forwar
 to cool off an area for
the Tractor Plow

Another wind shift
resulting in numerous
spots and increase fire
behavior




Bowles Creek Bottom Fire N
August 18, 2011 t

Time: 1640-1645

Lt Type 6 Engine

Tractorplow 1 L:_{x’

Potato patch plowline
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Stuck!

As spots grow together, the ENGB decides to
reposition the engine, as he begins to back out
the front end sinks and they are instantly stuck

The Tractor Plow swamper notifies the Tractor
Plow the engine is stuck while the ENGB yells
Lo odet 1 he enal no



The Pump Quits

As they become focused on putting out spots
around and under the engine, the Tractor Plow
tries to pull them out éf

The Tractor Plow begins pushing line around
the engine

While actively knocking down fire around and

under the engine, the pump quits with  3/8 tank
of water left



Several attempts to restart the pump are
unsuccessful

The ENGB says ouse the |

The extinguisher Is used to attack surface fire
under the truck

As the fire situation deteriorates, the ENGB
makes the call to walk out to the Safety Zone



