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Create a Live Link from ArcMap to your CWPP program:
Why: Using the export tools provided in the CWPP database is a nice way to get the CWPP data out of CWPP and onto a map for display to County Commissioners, Fire Departments, Neighborhood Associations and other stakeholder groups. The main problem with exporting data is that, once it’s out of the database, it becomes orphaned – any updates to the CWPP database require a new export, which requires you to keep track of whether or not your ArcMap data is in synch with your CWPP data. A live link takes care of that problem by making the CWPP data “Live” in ArcMap.
To create a live link from an ArcMap project to your County CWPP program, follow these steps in ArcGIS:
1. Open ArcCatalog from the Start Menu (Start/Programs/ArcGIS/ArcCatalog) or by clicking the yellow ArcCatalog button on the toolbar in ArcMap. 


2. Open the “Database Connections” folder in the File Tree and double-click “Add OLE DB Connection.” 



3. 
The “Data Link Properties” dialog will open. This is where you specify the nuts and bolts to connect to your Access database. On the “Provider” tab, select “Microsoft Office 12.0 Access Database Engine OLE DB Provider,” and then click “Next.” 


4. On the “Connection” tab, you will enter the Path to your Access Database. This will take the form of a hard drive location, followed by the file name.  An example is: C:\CWPP_Program\Anson County CWPP Program.accdb. Enter the location and name of your CWPP Access Database in the “Data Source” field and click “Test Connection.” 
 

If you have not entered the file name and path exactly right, the test will fail. Check the file path and name again, and pay special attention to spaces and capitalization. If the test comes back with the message “Test Connection Succeeded,” click OK.  You have successfully created a live link between ArcGIS and your CWPP database. Note: There should be no reason to change the User name and password information, or any of the Advanced Settings.

5. Name the connection YOUR COUNTY_CWPP.odc so that you can recognize it in ArcMap; using the example above you would name your connection Anson_CWPP.odc. If you make a mistake, you can right-click the connection and choose rename.


6. Once you have successfully created, tested, and named your CWPP connection, close ArcCatalog and switch back into ArcMap to work.
7. Open your existing CWPP map, County Map, or add the appropriate background layers to a new map document to make your CWPP map.
8. Click the “Add Data” button (or choose Add Data from the File Menu).

9. Double-click “Database Connections.”
 

10. Double-click the connection to the CWPP database that you just created.

11. 
You will be presented with a list of all the tables in the CWPP Access database. Choose the ones you need in your map. Most likely, you will want to choose the tables for Airports, Communities At Risk, Fuel Mitigation Sites, Helispots, ICPs, Nearest Medical Facilities, Staging Areas, and Water Sources. These tables are named, respectively, tblAirport, tblCommunityAtRisk, tblFuel Mitigation Site, tblHelispot, tblICP, tblNearest Medical Facility, tblPrimary Fire Dept, tblStaging Area, and tblWater Source. If you hold down the “Control” key as you click each of the table names, you can add them all to ArcMap at the same time. 

12. The new Tables will show up in the Table of Contents on the left hand side, and the table will switch from the “Display” tab to the “Source” tab. To display the data on the map, you must right-click on each table and select “Display XY Data.” 

In the “Display XY Data” dialog box, you must set the X field to “Longitude” and the Y field to “Latitude.” 


Finally, choose the “Edit” button near the bottom to assign a coordinate system – choose “Select,” then browse to “Geographic Coordinate Systems,” “World,” and select “WGS 1984.prj.”  Click “Add,” then “OK,” and then “OK” again. You may get a warning about not being able to select or query your new layer. This is ok.  Click “OK” and you should be able to see your new points on the map.
13. Symbolize your new points. ArcMap has plenty of symbols to represent things such as Helispots, Staging areas, etc.
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