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: ' fire overran a crew z
 was attempting to backfire a handline. "'The fire was burning
on moderate to steep slopes, ‘in light vegetation ‘during
ashlrting winds and extreme temperatures. Two fire crew

i firefighters, received burn injuries to which they succumbed
aand the,balance of the fire crew nenbers received_v 5i“9_

Fuel on the site is-95nto 98" percent consuned
'=ji$with remnants ‘of brush 1.5 to"2.0 ;eet n

- -height.
vegetative cover
cent.*‘

.-

;Using a sample site, the fuel w determined to
be similar to NFFL fuel model(§:>with a predom-'
~inance of chamise and some gratses and forbes.
=iCover was nearly 60 percent.~ L

)Fuel loading of the representative sample plot
‘ was 5 87 tons per acre._.

that protrudes ‘from north aast to 'south’ ‘west’
into a large drainage. iThere is an access road
~and cul~de-sac near the'lower (south uest)-gnd
of the ridge. @The ridge rises “at 'about: 50
- ;. percent slope north east of thegcnl-de-sac‘gnd
; the south face drops off into ‘a.'drainage ‘at

elevation in a large drainage. ““The ‘drainage
_proceeds from the ridges at about 2000 feet of
- elevation, south vesterly, and enpties into a
valley at 1600 feet. i

B AR A i F L e ¢




_ %
FIRE
ATime‘fire

,Time of burnover.f

(north- west end) at 1420 hours and at Juniper flats, ‘which
is about 6 miles north west of tho s;te and ab t 400 foet

BEHAVIOR:

lotarted:

1442 hours 1

,,,,,

The fire had been burning with good intensity but in a Ver
‘predictable manner until just before the accident. #*The main :
~fire was being influenced by the north)westerly wr:uu:ls‘and,_a
was advancing down the south east face of the main ridge.’

i
:

-As it entered the bottom of the drainage, and backfires were E
being set, a fast moving finger of fire progressed from the -

:iThe enginoqcompany locatesro north-southjaccess “in the form

@fire crew 's safety island and escape route. "

90 deqrees, ;sending it up the drainage swe ping(o er

‘west, covering about 1000 feet in less than a minute (esti-.
‘mated), to a point just below the fire crew and their safety _
‘zone. A strong up canyon wind turned the head of the :ire
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The Incideot COm;onder assigns a ‘Model 1 fire engine with

Fire Apparatus Engineer and tive (5) rirefighters to scout_

.of a dirt road that proceeds up the north face of the moun-

‘years prior. :.The old burn ties back into the valley floor,"
and is relatively devoid of ground cover (0.34 tons per .

.....

.acre). -Approximately 150 feet of hand line are needed to

“tie in the road with the old burn. " The Fire Apparatus

-Engineer proposes a plan to the Incident Commander consist- -

o

.ing of a back fire from the old burn, along the access road .

}to the valley on the north side utilizing B crew and two ~
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;additional engines. The englne company starts building hand
:line, and the I.C. assigns a_ tire crew and thrae engines
»from a strike team to assist. i

:The fire:crew?arrives, Yeceives a briefing from the tire’
‘apparatus engineer, tools up, walks to the cul-de-sac and
?ralieves the engine company on the hand line. :

;The hand 11ne is completed and the firlng plan is init1a€ed
with the additional engines firing from the saddle’ ). ndrth s
‘the orlginal engine firing from the saddle )" south,_and the’
‘fire crew firlng the hand-line .from the: 0ld burn to6 the:
Proad- T

,_i;‘

N

Immedlately upon starting their back fitres, the resources.
.experienced wind shifts, ‘unstable fire behavior and blow-up"
'cﬁnd;tions.k.

The fire Crew attempted a retreat into their safety zone and
were overrun. ’

»:«-‘ i

ﬁg;gAUSE:

-The fire crew was overrun by fire while the majority of the
‘crew members were on an area that had been designated a
.safety zone. Some fire crew firefighters were .unable to
-reach the safety zone due to flame impingement. Flames of
-approxlmately 60 foot lengths laid over the safety zone
‘which consisted of a 54 foot diameter turn around in the end
.of the road. The crew members were carrying their fire
"shelters in special compartments of their back packs which
~“made them inaccessible without removing the pack:  “Inthe
“brietf period of time they had to deploy their fire sheltersli
most crew members opted to try cutrunnxng the flre :
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