Caring for the Deceased and Funeral Planning

In a “Consumer’s Guide to Arranging a Funeral,” important terms to understand during the process are identified. Some of these terms are:

Arrangement Conference: a meeting with the funeral director during which services and merchandise are selected by the client.

Basic arrangements fee: the charge made by funeral homes for making all the arrangements for final disposition of the body. It covers the availability of the funeral director, staff and equipment to respond to a death or inquiry. The fee also includes the arrangement conference and obtaining the necessary authorizations such as filing the death certificate and getting permits. This charge is not optional, but if you select direct burial or direct cremation the arrangements fee cannot be added since it’s already figured into the prices for these services.

Burial: the most commonly chosen final disposition. Costs associated include grave opening and closing and/or perpetual care of the grave site.

Cemetery deed: the document from the cemetery which establishes your right to bury the deceased in the plot. If the funeral director has the deed, he or she must return it to you within 7 days of the funeral. It should be stored in a secure place because these documents are difficult to replace.


In addition to the planning of the funeral, there are many laws concerning disposition of bodies. These laws differ among states and sometimes even between counties. Funeral directors must be informed and comply with the laws of the jurisdiction. In some states, you must employ the services of a funeral director because only licensed and registered funeral homes can legally make arrangements for the moving and preparation of a body for cremation or burial. The minimum obligations of a funeral director include:
· Filing the death certificate

· Transferring the body from the place of death to the funeral home

· Coordinating arrangements with the cemetery and or crematorium

· Making the necessary preparations involved with these activities

· Moving the body to the crematorium or cemetery


You must be informed in advance of all charges involved with your selections and substitutions may not be made without your permission. There is no extra charge or fee for filing the death certificate or getting it medically certified.


Respectable funeral home directors should not pressure you to choose more expensive merchandise than requested. If you wish to change funeral homes at any time, you may do so. 

Funeral Planning Checklist

1. Gather the information for the completion of the death certificate at the funeral home.
This information includes:

· Parent’s names, including middle initials,

· Social security number,
· Date of birth,
· Their place of work (name and address),

· Occupation of the deceased.

2. Consider embalming the body. This decision will determine the timing of many other decisions. The law requires that bodies not embalmed be buried sooner than bodies that are embalmed.

3. Consider clothing and jewelry for the deceased if this will be a traditional burial. Collect any special pins such as association membership pins and watches, necklaces or rings.

4. Consider the type of burial. If there is a pre-selected cemetery plot, bring the deed to the plot with you, if you have it, to the funeral home when you make your plans. If you know you have a plot but don’t have the deed in your possession, the funeral director can contact the cemetery overseer to arrange confirmation. Otherwise a plot will need to be purchased. The funeral director can assist with this.

5. If you are considering a vault, the funeral director will be able to describe the various types available.

6. Select a casket or container. This could be wood, metal, or cardboard for cremation and an urn.

7. Decide on calling hours if you choose to have them. Traditionally, hours have been from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 pm as these hours can accommodate friends who have to work day or evening shifts. Music at calling hours or the funeral could be selected by the funeral home or it could be favorite recordings of the deceased.
8. If you plan to have a funeral service, you need to consider when and where the service will be conducted: Time will take into consideration whether it will be before burial or cremation or after it. Places could be the funeral home, a location of religious purpose, at the graveside or another meaningful place. 

9. Some Fraternal Orders and the Military may provide special ceremonies for the funeral service. Check with the local branch of the service the deceased was enlisted in or the Fraternal Order for more information.

10. Compose the obituary or death notice and select the newspaper it will be published in. Consider that the obit or notice may also be published some places on the internet.

11. Decide on the type of flower arrangements to be provided by the family. Relatives and others may also want to be advised of selected floral arrangements.

12. Consider setting up pictures or a photo album to remind everyone of good times or special events in the life of the deceased. The family or funeral director may wish to set up props that reflect the interests of the deceased.

13. Decide who will delivery the eulogy. Possible considerations are clergy members, friends, a combination of these, or a video eulogy.

14. Arrange for pall bearers. Usually 4 to 6 men are needed. Consider friends or relatives (usually not next-of-kin) or ask the funeral home to arrange for this service.

15. Consider who will provide transportation for the family to the grave site. Transportation of the deceased is usually provided by the funeral home. Options for the family could include friends or family members or a funeral home limousine.
16. A temporary grave marker may be selected if a permanent marker has not been purchased or engraved. Veterans may be eligible for a marker plaque. Special insignias indicating the deceased was a member of a service or charitable organization may be fixed to the marker.

17. Decide if there will be a wake or other gathering to celebrate the life of the deceased. Consider where and when to hold this gathering and what type of food and beverages will be offered.

18. Consider how to accommodate out-of-town relatives. Do they need assistance with travel plans? Will they need to be picked up at the airport? Where will they stay? 

