IAWF has received notification that there has been a US wildland firefighter
fatality. Attached is the 24-Hour Accident Report first filed for the incident. This
makes a total of twenty-three wildland fire fatalities in the USA for the 2008 fire
season.

Name: Curtis Hillman Sr.
Rank: Grader Operator
Gender: Male

Status: Wildland Contract

Contract firefighter dies following road grader accident
From Wildfire Today via Redding.com (Redding Searchlight)

Author Kimberly Ross

A 77-year-old Happy Camp man has died from injuries suffered while serving as
a contract firefighter in Siskiyou County, a U.S. Forest Service spokesman said
Tuesday.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger on Tuesday commended Curtis Hillman Sr. for his
service and announced that Capitol flags will be flown at half-staff in his honor, a
spokesman from his office said.

Hillman, a member of the Karuk tribe, was operating a grader to improve road
conditions and access for firefighters. They were working the Siskiyou and Blue 2
Complex of fires when Hillman was injured Aug. 25, public information officer
Mike Ferris said. He was working on forest roads 14 and 21, about half a mile
from Highway 96 just south of Dillon Creek Campground, Ferris said. The area is
halfway between Happy Camp and Orleans.

When his grader failed to start, Hillman and another worker tried to fix the
problem. The grader then started, but its brake failed and it began to roll
backward. Both men fell or jumped off the machine, and Hillman hit his head,



Ferris said. He was flown to Mercy Medical Center in Redding, where he died
from his injuries Thursday, Ferris said. His is the 13th death as a result of the
June lightning strikes that ignited fires across the north state.

A celebration of Hillman's life is scheduled for 2 p.m. Saturday 9/20 at the River
Park Pavilion in Happy Camp, Ferris said.



