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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Intermountain Region
	324 25th Street

Ogden, UT 84401

801-625-5605



	File Code:
	6730
	Date:
	 July 23, 2005

	Route To:
	 

	
	

	Subject:
	Expanded (72-Hour) Briefing

Dammeron Wildland Fire Vehicle Accident

Pine Valley Ranger District, Dixie National Forest
July 19, 2005

	
	

	To:
	Mary Wagner, Acting Regional Forester

	
	

	THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Ten injuries:  5 USFS, 3 BLM, 1 BIA, 1 NPS

Preliminary factual findings:  
The vehicles involved were part of a convoy of five vehicles enroute to the west flank of the Dammeron Wildfire.  Vehicle 1 was the lead vehicle in the convoy followed by Vehicle 2.  Weather or lighting conditions did not restrict visibility and roads were dry.  Similarly, no equipment related factors were identified.
Crew members were informed at the morning briefing that the access road was located between milepost (MP) 17 and 18 when, in fact, the access road was located at MP 16.3. In addition, signing and demarcation of the turn was limited to flagging on a delineator post and wooden stake.

Seatbelt use is inconclusive based on the data collected by the accident investigation team.  Vehicles were traveling within posted speed limits.  Vehicle 2 struck Vehicle 1 from behind.  The driver of Vehicle 1 was distracted by the actions of a passenger at the time Vehicle 1 braked and was initiating its turn onto the access road to the fire.  Both drivers have valid state driver’s licenses and government vehicle operator identification cards and had received appropriate training.

Narrative: 

At approximately 0815 hours on July 19, 2005 a collision between two crew transport vehicles occurred enroute to the Dammeron Wildland Fire at the intersection of Utah State Route 18 and a native surface road being used to access the fire.  Both vehicles were GSA fleet vehicles; a 2003 Ford F-250 crew-cab pickup truck (Vehicle 2) and a 2003 Dodge Ram 1500 extended cab pickup truck (Vehicle 1).  Vehicle 2, which was following Vehicle 1, struck the lead vehicle in the left rear quarter panel.  Damage to both vehicles was substantial.  A total of ten passengers were in Vehicles 1 and 2.  The accident resulted in a rollover of Vehicle 1 and injuries to ten members of Color Country Crew #3.  All injured crew members sustained minor injuries and were treated and released from the Dixie Regional Medical Center in St. George, Utah the day of the accident.

	
	

	STEPHEN J. SOLEM

Team Leader
	 

	
	 

	cc:

Regional Forester

Regional Safety Manager
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