Directing Helicopter Bucket Drops

⇛Give general location on the incident.

⇛Finalize location with: Clock direction – straight in front of the aircraft is 12 o’clock; the right door is 3 o’clock; the tail is 6 o’clock; and the left door is 9 o’clock. When giving directions, remember that helicopters generally orbit in a clockwise pattern. Describe prominent landmarks – don’t say “I’m wearing a yellow shirt”, “I’m by a big tree”, etc. Use a signal mirror (a compass works fine) or a 2-3 foot piece of flagging tied to a long stick. Stand in drop location (when safe) for ID, then move away before the drop.

⇛Visualize what the pilot sees from the air and describe the target.

⇛Describe the target from your location and explain the mission. The pilot will decide drop technique and flight path, or you can ask the pilot for a hover drop or line drop in a given direction.

⇛Assure pilot that all personnel are safe and they know the aircraft’s intentions before the drop.

⇛Give feedback to the pilot about drop accuracy. Be honest and constructive. Let pilot know if drop is early, late, uphill, downhill, etc.  The pilot wants to provide you with the best support possible.

Remember: The Pilot Has Final Say On Drops

