Fire Fighters Exposed to Electrical Hazards During Wildland Fire Operations

Among the various hazards fire fighters face are electrical hazards during wildland fire suppression activities. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reports that 10 fire fighters died from contact with electricity during wildland fires between 1980 and 1999 (this figure does not include lightning strikes) [NFPA 2001]. As part of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program, NIOSH investigated two separate incidents in 1999 in which fire fighters died or were seriously injured from exposures to electricity while fighting wildland fires [NIOSH 1999a,b].

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hid15.html
Warning: Articles on this Web site may refer to equipment that wildland firefighters do not use, such as "rubber gloves and dielectric overshoes and tools (insulated sticks and cable cutters) for handling energized equipment ...used by properly trained and qualified personnel."

