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INTRODUCTION 
 

Purpose 
 
The intent of this source list is to provide Incident Management Teams, Geographic Area 
Coordination Centers, and Forests access to the availability of helicopter resources on a 
state, geographical and national basis to conduct human extractions (hoist/short-haul) for 
emergency evacuations.  Both insertion/extraction techniques are used to precisely place 
emergency response personnel and remove critically injured victims from normally 
inaccessible terrain or locations. 
 
The goal is to provide emergency response to the seriously injured and to respond as 
quickly as possible to life threatening situations occurring on agency and interagency 
incidents.  This document can also be useful when filling in information on the Interagency 
Mishap Response Guide & Checklist. 
 
Emergency helicopter extraction resources identified in this document have been compiled 
from federal, state, municipal governments, military, and Emergency Medical Response 
(EMS) programs throughout the country.  Many factors may determine the availability and 
response time of requested resources. 
 
It is important for the user to recognize that identified sources and information may have 
changed due to unforeseen circumstances.  Check ahead of time for availability of possible 
resources in your geographical area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Definitions 
 
Rescue Hoist:  A cable winching device permanently mounted to the helicopter that is 
capable of lowering/raising persons attached to the cable. 
 
Short-haul:  To transport one or more persons suspended on a fixed line (150ô-250ô) 
beneath a helicopter.  The intent is to transport persons a short distance (short-haul), 
normally from a limited or inaccessible location to a safe landing area. 
 
 
 
 

Note:  If you find information that should be added, changed or is missing from the source 

list, please make corrections on the blank source list template in the appendix and send or 
email to: 

 

National Helicopter Operations Specialist (208) 387-5634 
USDA-Forest Service 

3833 S. Development Ave. 
Boise, ID 83705-5398 
vwelbaum@fs.fed.us 

mailto:vwelbaum@fs.fed.us
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ORDERING RESOURCES 
 
Careful consideration should be given by the on-scene Incident Commander and/or EMS 
personnel prior to making the determination to request and initiate the use of the following 
resources. 
 
An emergency helicopter request should be initiated and coordinated through the local 
dispatch or Geographical Area Coordination Center (GACC). 
 
Request military, National Guard or Coast Guard resources through the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center (ARFCC), phone #: 800-851-3051.  It is their job to locate the closest 
asset to fulfill your emergency rescue needs.  It is important to note resource availability may 
be limited due to military deployments or other factors, and response time may be 2-3 hours.   

 
In some circumstances, orders for county/sheriff department owned aircraft can be placed 
directly or with the specified contact.  
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HELICOPTER SOURCE LOCATIONS 
 
 
 
ERA Helicopters, through a teaming arrangement with Priority 1 Air Rescue Inc. (P1AR), 
now offers FAA-approved full-service Search and Rescue (SAR) and Emergency Medical 
Services capability and turnkey solutions to meet government needs. 
 
Helicopters are stationed at Era Helicopters in Lake Charles LA.  During the fire season and 
upon notice, the Priority 1 Air Rescue helicopter and aircrew can preposition to major fires or 
large incidents and provide dedicated 24/7 on-scene rescue and ALS medical support. 
 
Crews and helicopters can be made available for the entire fire season.  If needed, Era 
Helicopters and Priority 1 Air Rescue can also provide an additional rescue helicopter and 
air rescue/medical crew. 
 
 

Nationwide 
Priority 1 Air Rescue/ERA Helicopters 

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Augusta AW-139 or 109 
Bell 412 

Yes 
Marginal 412 

170 mph 
140 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night Vision 
Goggles 

(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes No Yes Yes 15 minutes 

Hoist Type: Goodrich (Rated 600 lbs./250ô cable) 

Fuel Cycle: 2 Hours (350 miles) 

Refueling: Can refuel @ FBOs (Jet-A)  Can provide fuel truck. 

Medical Personnel: Advanced Life Support (ALS) Paramedic and NREMT-B 

Paid Extended Staffing: Yes. 24/7 upon request. 

Paid Relocation: Yes. This is a full service commercial source now available that is FAA Part 
133, Class D certified.   

Notes: Aircraft are ALS configured for 2 non-ambulatory stretchers, 2 ambulatory 
patients and medical crew.  Aircraft can be equipped for Shortwave Infrared 
(SWIR) which can see through smoke and fog. 

Ordering Procedure: Currently there is not a procurement mechanism in place to utilize services.  
For additional information contact: Era Helicopters, or Priority 1 Air Rescue, 
http://www.erahelicopters.com/e4/e1655/index_eng.html, or 
http://www.priority1airrescue.com/SARMedevac.html, 
Phone: Brad Matheson, 360-305-1796 or Mark Torres, 602-616-0648. 

 
 

http://www.erahelicopters.com/e4/e1655/index_eng.html
http://www.priority1airrescue.com/SARMedevac.html
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Helicopter Source Locations 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1. Yellowstone NP, WY ï National Park Service (Short-haul) 
2. Great Falls, MT ï Active Military (Hoist) 
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1. Yellowstone, WY 

National Park Service 

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Lama (SA-315B) Yes 104 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night 
Vision 

Goggles 
(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes No Yes No 30 Minutes 

Hoist Type: None/Short-haul 

Fuel Cycle: 2 Hours (150 Miles) 

Refueling: Can refuel @ FBOs (Jet-A).  Also have fuel truck. 

Medical Personnel: EMT (Can also provide Helitack support personnel) 

Paid Extended Staffing: Determined by flight request. 

Paid Relocation: Yes.  Case-by case basis. 

Notes: This is a national fire resource helicopter.  Available for long term assignment 
for national/regional incidents.  Procurement can be initiated by MOU or 
incident ñPò number.  Check availability, may already be assigned to incident. 

Ordering Procedure: Contact: Bozeman Interagency Dispatch Center (BZC), 406-587-6719, or 
Yellowstone Dispatch, Laura Dooley, 307-344-2181.  

 
 
 

2. Great Falls, MT 

Active Military ïAir Force (Malstrom Air Force Base) 

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Bell 205 (UH-1H) Marginal 126 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night 
Vision 

Goggles 
(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes No No No 2 Hours 

Hoist Type: Goodrich (Rated 600 lbs./250ô cable)  

Fuel Cycle: 315 miles (2.5 hours) 

Refueling: Can refuel @ FBOs (Jet-A) 

Medical Personnel: Flight Doctor & EMT 

Paid Extended Staffing: No 

Paid Relocation: No 

Notes: Direct contact: Malstrom Air Force Base, phone: 406-731-3801.  Available 
only within state of MT. 

Ordering Procedure: 911 dispatch center should coordinate requests for military, Coast Guard, 
and National Guard resources through the Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center (AFRCC) at phone #: 800-851-3051. 
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Helicopter Source Locations 
 

 
 
 

1. Rapid City, SD ï South Dakota National Guard (Hoist) 
2. Cheyenne, WY ï Active Military (Hoist) 
3. Cheyenne, WY ï Wyoming National Guard (Hoist) 
4. Aurora, CO ï Colorado Air Guard (Hoist) 
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1. Rapid City, SD 
South Dakota National Guard (Located at Army Aviation Support Facility (AASF) 

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Blackhawk (UH-60A) Yes 150 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night 
Vision 

Goggles 
(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes Yes No Yes 1-6 Hours in-state 
2-days intra-state 

Hoist Type: Goodrich (Rated 600 lbs./250ô cable) 

Fuel Cycle: 350 miles 

Refueling: Can refuel @ FBOs (Jet-A) 

Medical Personnel: None 

Paid Extended Staffing: In-state, Intra-state under Emergency Management Assistance Compact 
(EMAC) mutual aid agreement. 

Paid Relocation: Reimbursement determined by Joint Powers Agreement between Dept of 
AG, FS and SD Office of Emergency Mgmt. 

Notes: Direct contact: Major Aaron Jordan, 605-737-6772 or Mstr. Sergeant 
Kevin Kreullen, 605-737-6636. 

Ordering Procedure: 911 dispatch center should coordinate requests for military, Coast Guard, 
and National Guard resources through the Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center (AFRCC) at phone #: 800-851-3051. 

 
 

2. Cheyenne, WY 
Active Military ï Air Force (Warren Air Force Base) 

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Bell 212 UH-1N Yes 150 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night 
Vision 

Goggles 
(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes No No Yes 2-3 Hours 

Hoist Type: Goodrich (Rated 600 lbs./250ô cable) 

Fuel Cycle: 315 miles (2.5 hours) 

Refueling: 315 miles (2.5 hours) 

Medical Personnel: Flight Doctor 

Paid Extended Staffing: No 

Paid Relocation: No 

Notes: Direct contact:  Ladd, 307-773-2001 or, 773-3921 

Ordering Procedure: 911 dispatch center should coordinate requests for military, Coast Guard, and 
National Guard resources through the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center 
(AFRCC) at phone #: 800-851-3051. 
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3. Cheyenne, WY 

Wyoming National Guard  

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Blackhawk (UH-60A) Yes 150 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night 
Vision 

Goggles 
(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes Yes No Yes 2-3 Hours 

Hoist Type: Goodrich (Rated 600 lbs./250ô cable) 

Fuel Cycle: 350 miles 

Refueling: Can refuel @ FBOs (Jet-A) 

Medical Personnel: Medic may be on board, depends on staffing. 

Paid Extended Staffing: No. 

Paid Relocation: No. 

Notes:  

Ordering Procedure: GACC or 911 dispatch center should coordinate requests for military, Coast 
Guard, and National Guard resources through the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center (AFRCC) at phone #: 800-851-3051. 

 
 

4. Aurora, CO 
Colorado National Guard (Buckley Air Force Base) 

 

Make & Model Perform @  

7000ô/90Á F. 
Cruise 
Speed 

Blackhawk (UH-60 Yes 150 mph 

VFR IFR FM Radio 

Programmable 

Night 
Vision 

Goggles 
(NVG) 

Order  

Response Time 
 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 1-1.5 Hours 

Hoist Type: Goodrich (Rated 600 lbs./250ô cable) 

Fuel Cycle: 350 miles 

Refueling: Can refuel @ FBOs (Jet-A) 

Medical Personnel: Yes. Availability of medic determined by current staffing. 

Paid Extended Staffing: No 

Paid Relocation: No 

Notes: A heli-basket is available if requested. 

Ordering Procedure: GACC or 911 dispatch center should coordinate requests for military, Coast 
Guard, and National Guard resources through the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center (AFRCC) at phone #: 800-851-3051. 
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Helicopter Source Locations 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Grand Canyon, AZ ï National Park Service (Short-haul) 
2. Grand Canyon, AZ ï National Park Service (Short-haul) 
3. Flagstaff, AZ ï Arizona Department of Public Safety (Short-haul) 
4. Kingman, AZ ï Arizona Department of Public Safety (Short-haul) 
5. Phoenix, AZ ï Arizona Department of Public Safety (Short-haul) 
6. Tucson, AZ ï Arizona Department of Public Safety (Short-haul) 
7. Tucson, AZ ï Active Military (Hoist) 
8. Santa Fe, NM ï New Mexico National Guard (Hoist) 
9. Albuquerque, NM ï Active Military (Hoist) 
10. Albuquerque, NM ï Bernalillo County Sherriff (Hoist)  
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