Accident w/ Injury Report

Biscuit Incident

08/21/02

Injured party: ___________

Crew:

____________

Location: 
Div. Z, approximately ¾ mile south of DP-51



N 42.33.050; W 123.42.854

At approximately 1330 hours on 08/21/02 I heard IMS1 (medical unit on Division Z) attempt to call Branch I on Tac. 3 on the radio*.  There had been an accident (fall) by a __________ crew member witnessed by IMS1. The injuries were described as minor (neck and face),  and IMS1 was transporting the crew member, __________, to Sprague for medical evaluation. I proceeded to the accident site and conducted a brief investigation and accident reconstruction. Meeting with Div. Supv. __________, Crew Supv. ____________ (Crew______, tel.- 580.549.6150) and ___________ (crew member, witness), the following was discovered:

· IMS1 had been asked by Div. Supv. to work north in the Div. IMS1 was pulling over and backing to the extreme left (west) side of the road to let a large vehicle past. They were backing without a spotter.

· As IMS1 was backing, ________ crew members were walking along the west side of the road to a drop-off point to drop down into the burned area. They dropped off of the road onto a steep slope (in excess of 45 degrees). 

· As PARTON was walking parallel to, and down slope from, IMS 1 he stepped into a deep root hole, losing balance and falling down slope 10’ – 15’ injuring his neck and face/lip area.

After their return to Div. Z, I was informed by IMS1 that ________ had been transported to Sprague Camp, and then to a hospital “as a preventive measure”. IMS1 _______ told me that he had attempted to contact Div. & Branch on command- I informed him that no one I’d spoken to had heard those attempts.

PREDICTABLE – PREVENTABLE - PREDICTABLE – PREVENTABLE

The following are CONTRIBUTING FACTORS to the accident:

1. SPACING- too many resources in a tight area.

2. BACKING- without spotter

3. EXPOSURE- mopping up in an area, along a road, well inside the line/burned area. EMS vehicle moving through an area with already too many vehicles and personnel.

4. FOOTING- steep terrain, burned roots

I obtained a written witness statement from _________ (attached).

Photographs were taken of Crew Supv. _________ at the Accident/Injury site, noting the steep terrain and root hole.

Upon my return to ICP, I was subsequently informed that ______ was being demobed.

*NOTE: IMS1 radio traffic was only heard on Tac. 3, and was IMS1 calling for Branch I.  I did not hear an attempt on the Command Channel, an attempt to contact Div. Z, or any mention of “emergency traffic”.

____________

SOF1

(505.827.6314)

