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1-2-5. WORD USAGE 

The concept of word usage and intended meaning as used in this order is set forth below: 

a. "Shall" or a command verb is used when application is mandatory. 

b. "Shall not" is used when an action is prohibited. 

c. "Should" is used when application is recommended. 

d. "May" and "need not" are used when application is optional. 

e. "Will" is used only to indicate futurity, never to indicate any degree of requirement for application of a procedure. 

f. "Navigable airspace" is airspace at or above the minimum altitudes of flight prescribed by the Code of Federal Regulations, and shall include airspace needed to ensure safety in the takeoff and landing of aircraft. By policy, the term "airspace above minimum altitudes of flight" is interpreted to mean "airspace at or above minimum flight altitudes." 

g. "Controlled airspace" is a generic term used to describe Class A, Class B, Class C, Class D, and Class E airspace. 

