FIREFIGHTER SAFETY IN THE INTERFACE

Volunteer Structure Firefighters

Every fire incident needs to have LIFESAFETY as a primary objective.

Your SAFETY and WELFARE are always more important than protecting property / acres.

PRIOR TO DISPATCH:  Adequately trained firefighters knowing your role & capabilities. 

Understanding the ICS system and having confidence in your crewboss and overhead.

Being ready and prepared with proper protective clothing (both wildland & Structure)

UPON BEING DISPATCHED:  Initiate a controlled, resonable, SAFE response to incident in a planned thought out mannor.  Know where to respond to, radio freq., assignment, and who to report to.  Be a disaplined working group; consider span of control and be a team player - expect disorganization and confusion, do not add to it; communications limited and in plain text on the radio.

TRANSPORTATION AND DRIVING CONSIDERATIONS:  Driving needs to be defensive with no speeding; fire is no excuse for disregarding normal safe driving practices.  Driving to Incident often times will be on unfamiliar roads and will involve trying to get as close as possible to the fire using brushed in primitive roads.

* Use spotters, chock blocks, SLOW speeds, and DEFENSIVE driving skills

* Can be alot more than "normal" conjestion and traffic - bottle necks.

* Narrow roads for larger types of structure Engines - lowboys with dozers.

* No turn arounds - meeting outcoming homeowners or incoming homeowners - evacuations

* Bridges and cattle guards and gates non normal - low weight limits. Night time!

* Alot of Junk around some structures, well casing heads, ditches, debris of all kinds.

* Sewer, septic, old sess pool systems. - Root cellars - retaining walls

* In some areas there may be vehicles from responders such as Vol. Firefighters.

OPERATIONS - AROUND STRUCTURES:

* Structures - combustability ease of ignition, roof steepness & slippery when wet.

* Powerlines - overhead, underground, to outbuildings, main transmission lines; guy wires.

* People: Homeowners - evacuate if possible, work with if not possible, be considerate and

 polite, expect charged emotions and behavior, ask for assistance in taking care of.

* Be even more cautious with "KEEP OUT - NO TRESSPASSING - SURVIVORS WILL BE PROSECUTED"

* Neighbors & Sightseers - if controlled properly; should not interfere with operations.

* Domestic Animals - dogs, horses, livestock, ------  hornets, snakes 

* Fences - barbed wire, cloths lines, garden fences, tree fences esp. hazardous at night.

* Hazardous Materials - explosives, flamable liquids and fuel storage, propane bottles,

solvents and paints, ammunition, aerosol cans, pesticides and hebicides, old garbage dumps natural gas lines.  Expect improper storage and labeling of containers.

* Old vehicles, boats, equipment around structures.

* Junk - Clutter and debris scattered and hidden in tall grass; boards with nails etc.

* Fuel type and loading - hay piles, debris piles, building numbers flamability and

 configuration.  Slope, aspect, wind direction, vegetation fuel types, amounts, and continuety.  SNAGS!   In some situations expect considerable radient heat.

* Drug Labs, Substance growing facility, etc. - You never know from the outside!

* Retardent drops (fixed wing and helicopter) - use the house for protection.

*  "SAFE" drinking water?

SAFETY IS EVERYONES RESPONSIBILITY !

HAVE A CONTINGINCY PLAN THOUGHT OUT !

