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FIRE BEHAVIOR ALERT

May 31, 2006
A Memorial Day weekend frost caused widespread frost damage in various locations in the oak-brush.  The effect of this frost was to kill the oak leaves and increase the fire behavior potential in these areas.  The oak-brush is anticipated to resprout leaves, but the new growth will have lower moisture contents due to reduced soil moistures.
The combination of the dead leaves and the reduced live fuel moisture content will have the effect of increasing the potential fire behavior.

The areas where this damage has been reported are the Grand Mesa, Battlement Mesa, the Uncompahgre Plateau, Glade Park, and south of Glenwood Springs.
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Please report any additional areas with frost damage to your local fire staff.

Tim Foley, Fire Behavior Analyst
