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	Working Along the United States-Mexico Border
	
	

	Working in the Field

Rendering Aid to Border Crossers 
Driving

Fighting Fire/Prescribed Burning Operations

Aircraft Operations

Living in Government Residences


	Physical:

Unexpected or surprise encounters with illegal border crossers (illegal immigrants, coyotes, and drug smugglers) who could become potentially violent or who may be armed  
Biological:

Disease (encounters with infected humans or trash)

Physical:
Stranded employee (vehicle is stolen or vandalized) 
Physical:
Loss of communication (radio interference) 
Biological: 

Emotional Stress

Physical:

Potential violence from a decoy
Physical:

High speed pursuits between law enforcement and border crossers
Chemical:

Toxic smoke (burning trash and drugs)
Physical:

Collisions

Physical:  

Home invasions by illegal border crossers

	Get to know the area you will be working in or get a briefing from local employees.  Be aware of your surroundings and stay alert to red flags indicating illegal border crossers are in the area. Watch for red flags indicating people are not who they appear to be.  Work in pairs, if possible.  Coordinate with border patrol and law enforcement so you know where current illegal activity is occurring and might be expected.  Ask for a law enforcement escort for fire operations or for where illegal activity is more likely to be encountered.    
Expect to encounter unknown people (sometimes in large groups) in vehicles or on foot. Develop a plan for what you will do in the event of a surprise encounter with illegal border crossers or illegal activity. Avoid responding to situations that are inconsistent with your assigned authority and training.  Report any concerns and observations of illegal activity to dispatch and law enforcement. Leave any situation or location that elicits uncertainty or fear.

Know where you are at all times. Use check in/check out procedures and always let someone (such as your supervisor) know your route and destination. 

Dawn, dusk, and night operations require extra vigilance and a possible law enforcement escort.   

Wear appropriate PPE including long pants, long-sleeved shirt, 8” cut-resistant, lace-up boots with nonskid soles, work gloves, and eye protection. Use hardhat, overalls, disposable gloves, face shield, and respirator when necessary.  Use trash pickers and disinfectant solution.  Have a hand washing station or cleanser available.    
Use check in/check out procedures and always let someone (such as your supervisor) know your route and destination. Have a personal communication device.  Do not store keys on unattended vehicles. Stash water and other provisions away from vehicles so they are available if the vehicle is stolen or vandalized.  Approach unattended vehicles with due caution and awareness. Walk around and search inside and under unattended vehicles before entering.
Carry additional or backup communication devices.  Use check in/check out procedures and always let someone (such as your supervisor) know your route and destination.   Work in pairs.  
Talk with your supervisor or consult the Employee Assistance Program.
When illegal immigrants are encountered, call the nearest law enforce​ment officer and stay away from potentially threatening situations.  Do not transport any illegal border crossers in your vehicle.  
Be “heads up” to dust plumes indicating a pursuit is approaching and be alert to sudden incursions into your driving space.  Pull over to the side of the road immediately if a pursuit enters your area.  If you get caught up in the middle of a pursuit, notify law enforcement that you are in the area.

Be aware of areas with trash and evacuate the area if it is going to catch fire.  If trash or drugs are on fire, remove yourself from the area immediately.  

Be alert to other aircraft in the vicinity of all aircraft operations.
If you suspect someone has broken into your home or is in your home, leave immediately and call law enforcement.  
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