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	Subject:
	Returning Regional Helicopter Modules to Rappel Status   

	
	

	To:
	Forest Supervisors   

	
	

	 


During the past two weeks a team of interregional helicopter rappel check-spotters has reviewed all R5 helicopter rappel modules.  They were tasked with ensuring that equipment modifications were in compliance with Safety Alerts 09-01 and 09-02, and to determine if rappel procedures employed by each module were in accordance with standard operating protocols.  They were then to provide recommendations for returning modules to rappel status.  Enclosed are their findings and recommendations, which I accept and am incorporating by reference as a component of this letter.  

While I am pleased that our operations are generally in compliance and consistent between helicopter modules, I am concerned that we implement the review team’s recommendations in a committed and mindful manner.  To that end I want each Forest Supervisor to provide written certification that the recommendations (reference “Region 5 Rappel Standup Direction” in the review team’s report) have been completed for the helicopter modules on his/her unit.  This documentation will be submitted to the Regional Aviation Officer through the Regional Helicopter Operations Specialist.  Based on the documentation, the Regional Aviation Officer will determine whether the module will be returned to rappel status.  His approval/disapproval will also be documented in writing and returned to the Forest Supervisor, with a copy to the helicopter manager.
For additional information or answers to other questions please contact Jeff Power at 
916-640-1031 or jmpower@fs.fed.us.

	

	/s/ James M. Peña (for)

	RANDY MOORE

	Regional Forester


cc:  Forest Fire Chiefs

Forest Aviation Officers

Dennis Hulbert

Jeff M Power   
Enclosures
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