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	Subject:
	 Thirtymile Accident Prevention Plan - Fatigue Awareness Training   

	
	

	To:
	Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, IITF Director, Job Corps, and WO Staff    

	
	

	 


Following the Thirtymile Fire tragedy of July 10, 2001, the Thirtymile Accident Prevention Plan was developed.  Thirty-eight specific Actions to improve fire management leadership and enhance firefighter safety are included in the Plan.  Action A-6 states:  “The Forest Service Director Human Resources will evaluate existing training in fatigue awareness and other associated management training and make it available to all employees.”  A review of publications, research, and existing fatigue training was conducted culminating in the development of a new “Fatigue Awareness” training lesson by the Missoula Technology Development Center (MTDC).  The training is a power point presentation designed to serve two groups:  Phase I is for all employees, with Phase I and II for those in wildland fire suppression.  This presentation is suitable for self-study or a more formal classroom presentation.

The power point presentation is at: www.fs.fed.us/fire
I thank the staff at MTDC for developing this important training.  Fatigue has been a significant factor in many accidents and injuries.  I encourage all employees and managers to increase their awareness of the effects of fatigue and practical mitigation measures by using this “Fatigue Awareness” training.

Contact Brian Sharkey, PhD Physiologist at MTDC, at (406) 329-3989, with any questions. 

	

	/s/ Irving W. Thomas (for)

	THOMAS J. MILLS

	Deputy Chief for Business Operations




cc:  James E. Payne, Brian Sharkey, Chuck Whitlock, Dick King, Caroline Deaderick, Joel Holtrop, F&AM Directors, F&AM Staff, Joy Flack OSHA, Jim Stires NWCG

[image: image2.png]


 
Caring for the Land and Serving People
Printed on Recycled Paper    [image: image3.png]Y
%W





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png][image: image3.png]