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National Interagency Fire Center

3838 S. Development Avenue

Boise, Idaho  83705

      September 12, 2006
To:

Geographic Area Coordinating Group Chairs

From:

National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group

Subject:
Decision Support Assistance

Two new prototype mid and long term assessment tools are now available to fire managers through the Rocky Mountain Research Station’s Missoula Fire Lab and Forestry and Sciences Lab.  Fire Spread Probability (FSPro) is a spatial model that maps the probability of fire spread in the absence of suppression or the affects of segments of secured fire line (barriers) over a set period of time (generally 7/14/30 days).  The Rapid Assessment Values at Risk (RAVAR) model is an economic model that provides dollar estimates of values, regardless of ownership, potentially threatened by the fire in question. Non-monetized assets (i.e. critical habitat) can also be accounted when spatial data is provided.  Both of these tools have proven effective in providing useful decision support data which can be used for a variety of purposes.  The information can assist fire managers in developing or revising long term strategies for managing specific fires.

Requests for FSPro and/or RAVAR assessments can be made to the designated liaison within each geographic area (see attached list).  The decision support team can only complete 1 to 3 assessments per day, so requests will be prioritized based on the following criteria:

1. The field unit can provide the data needed to run the models without significant work

· Ten years or more of good (clean) weather (wind) data from an NFDRS station reasonably near the fire exists. The recommended station should represent larger scale seasonal wind patterns.  

· Representative FARSITE or LANDFIRE data layers (crown base height and bulk density estimates, etc), recent (previous decade) fire history or be covered by current LANDFIRE data. 

2. The likelihood that the assessment will provide helpful input to a decision process yet to occur or willingness to adjust, as appropriate.

· Long term fires (usually heavy fuels) where there is time to complete the assessments and revise strategy

· Significant uncertainty in long term fire behavior predictions

3. The need for a RAVAR economic assessment as a decision support attribute (RAVAR requires a FSPro analysis).

Please contact your geographic liaison for more information. 

/s/ Tom Boatner

Geographic Area Assessment Liaisons:

· Northern Rockies 
· George Weldon (406-329-3296), or 
· Don Black (406-329-3232)
· Great Basin (Eastern or Western)

· Patti Koppenol (801-625-5513), or 
· Brett Fay (801-625-5805)
· California (Northern or Southern Operations) 
· Bernie Bahro (916-640-1066)
· Northwest
· Kim Kelly (503-808-2741), or

· Tim Rich (503-808-2934)
Liaisons for the Eastern Area, Southern Area, and Alaska Geographic Areas will be developed in the future.
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