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	24 West Chewuch, Winthrop WA 98862

Fire Information Desk:

(509) 997-0485 or (509) 429-4423; Fax (509) 997-9913

Visit our website at www.fs.fed.us/r6/okanogan
	FIRE UPDATE

    Freezeout-Mebee Complex


Date:   Thursday, August 19, 2004 – 9:00 a.m.

Contacts:  Candace Allen or Jim Archambeault, Information Officers at 509-997-0485 or 509-429-4423

     Northern Rockies Fire Use Management Team (FUMT) #1 (Wayne Cook, IC)


INCIDENT NAME: FREEZEOUT- MEBEE COMPLEX
LOCATION:  These 4 wildland fires are being managed with strategy and tactics emphasizing firefighter safety, cost containment and resource benefit. 

	FIRE
	TOTAL ACRES
	FIRE CAUSE
	CONTAINMENT 
	MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

	FREEZEOUT
	818
	LIGHTNING
	17%
	CONFINE

	DEVILS CREEK
	20
	LIGHTNING
	N/A
	WILDLAND FIRE USE

	JERRY LAKES
	0.1
	LIGHTNING
	N/A
	WILDLAND FIRE USE

	DEVILS DOME
	0.1
	LIGHTNING
	N/A
	 WILDLAND FIRE USE

	PEEVE
	29?
	LIGHTNING
	100%
	CONTAIN

	SUNSHINE
	50
	LIGHTNING
	100% 
	CONTROL

	FREEZEOUT 2
	0.1
	LIGHTNING
	100% 
	CONFINE

	TIMBERLINE
	0.1
	LIGHTNING
	100% 
	CONTROL

	MEBEE
	238
	LIGHTNING
	100% 
	CONTROL


CURRENT FIRE SITUATION: 

Freezeout Fire, discovered on June 24th.  The fire is located in extremely steep and inaccessible country inappropriate for safe and effective use of ground resources.  Helicopters assigned to the Freezeout fire assisted the Methow Valley RD in initial attack actions on several fires started as a result of the storm.  One helicopter is stationed at the Cambie Helibase in British Columbia’s Manning Provincial Park.  The aircraft is under command of the FUMT and British Columbia Forest Service.

Devils Creek Fire, discovered July 30. It is located east of Ross Lake, about 14 miles south of the US/Canada border near Jack Mountain.  It is smoldering in heavy timber with higher fuel moistures, spreading slowly in the surface fuels and is now 20 acres.  

Mebee, Jerry Lakes, Devils Dome, Sunshine, Peeve, Freezeout 2 and Timberline fires.  These fires are all in a monitoring status. Infrared flights are being conducted today to detect any residual heat that may be present.  Today, two crews will be completing rehabilitation of the firelines on the Mebee fire.

Fire Monitoring:  All fires are being monitored by a combination of field and aerial observation and remote cameras. 

Weather Outlook:  Continued hot and dry conditions lasting through this week.  With unstable atmospheric conditions, there is a continuing chance of thunderstorms through the next few days.  

Resources committed to these fires: Total Personnel - 42, Helicopters - 2, Fixed Wing - 1.  Aircraft are being shared with initial attack efforts on the Methow Valley Ranger District, as needed.   

Trail and area closures: The very NW corner of the Pasayten Wilderness is closed. The area is bounded to the west by the National Park boundary, Castle Pass Trail # 749 to the south/southeast, and the county line between Whatcom and Okanogan Counties, on the Cascade crest on the east, and the US/Canada border on the north.  The Castle Pass Trail # 749 remains open.  For additional information contact the Methow Valley Ranger District 509-996-4000. 

Cooperating Agencies:  British Columbia Ministry of Forests, British Columbia Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection (Manning Provincial Park), National Park Service - North Cascades National Park Complex.
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