HEALTH AND SAFETY MESSAGE

"It's NOT about Rules 

It's about ATTITUDES"

INCIDENT: BIG BAR (South)
DATE: 10/07/99                      TIME: 0600-1800 

Major Hazards and Risks:  still YOU and… 

DRIVING (SLICK ?/SLIPPERY ROADS),  SNAGS & BURNING GREEN TREES,  COMMUNICATIONS,   Steep Terrain,   SNAGS,   PPE,  LCES Principals - LOOKOUTS, ESCAPE ROUTES, the "ZONE".
(ALL HAZARDS are to be ELIMINATED, GUARDED AGAINST or WARNED)

Fire Order of the Day – Retain CONTROL at all times
Narrative:

OPENING SCENE TO PATTON REVISED (REVISITED):

(BUGLE OPENING) "Be Seated. ONE THING I WANT YOU TO ALWAYS REMEMBER, NO FIRFIGHTER EVER PUT OUT A FIRE BY GETTING HURT OR INJURED. NO, THEY DID IT BY NOT GETTING HURT OR INJURED. 

NOW, SOME FOLKS SAY FIREFIGHTERS HAVE GROWN SOFT WITH CONTAINMENT STRATEGIES THAT KEEP US OUT OF HARM’S WAY, AND OTHER SAY WE DON'T HAVE ADEQUATE SAFETY PROGRAMS.  THAT JUST DOESN'T MAKE ANY SENSE TO ME. I THINK THEY KNOW LESS ABOUT FIREFIGHTING THAN THOSE REPORTERS KNOW ABOUT (well you know). HECK, WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN HEAT SEEKERS. THE THRILL OF ADRENALIN STIMULATES US. WE'VE ALWAYS ADMIRED THE "SMOKE JUMPER" AND THE "HOT SHOT", AND SAFETY IS 'HOW WE GET THAT JOB DONE'. WHY THE VERY SOUND OF "ACCIDENTS" IS REPUGNANT TO US, SO WE TAKE ACTION, BUT WE TAKE IT DECISIVELY, AND WE DO   IT SAFELY. WHY, I WOULDN’T GIVE A HOOT-IN-HELL FOR A FIREFIGHTER THAT'S UNSAFE. 

ANOTHER THING, SOME SAY OUR FIREFIGHTER’S ARE NO LONGER PREPARED FOR FIREFIGHTING, LET ME JUST SAY THAT BEFORE YOU HAVE TO PUT YOUR HAND IN THE ASHES OF WHAT HAD BEEN SOMEONE ELSE'S HOME- WELL, YOU'LL KNOW WHAT TO DO…

ONE OTHER THING- I DON’T WANT TO RECEIVE ANY MESSAGES THAT YOU’RE UNABLE TO ESTABLISH COMMUNICATIONS,  LOOKOUTS, ESCAPE ROUTES OR SAFETY ZONES; LET THE FIRE FIND IT'S SAFETY ZONE- WADE INTO IT- WE'RE GOING TO DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY ATTACK IT ALL THE TIME, GOING DIRECT ON DIV. N., WE'RE GOING TO HAVE ONE FOOT IN THE BLACK, WE'RE GOING TO OBEY THE FIRE ORDERS, AND WE'RE GOING TO GO AROUND IT QUICKER THAN CRAP THROUGH A GOOSE. 

NOW ANOTHER THING, I WANT US EVALUATING OUR SAFETY ALL THE TIME, COMMUNICATING WITH, AND TRAINING, OUR FOLKS IN SAFETY PRACTICES  LIKE LCES EVERY DAY, AND  I WANT SAFETY WITH ACCOUNTABLIITY, RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY TO BECOME THE WAY WE DO BUSINESS ALL-THE-TIME.

BY GOD, WE’VE GOT THE BEST TRAINED, BEST EQUIPPED, MOST SKILLED FIREFIGHTERS IN THE WORLD. YOU KNOW I REALLY PITY THAT FIRE- I REALLY DO.

NOW, ONE LAST THING- 

I’M PROUD TO SERVE WITH YOU FINE FOLKS ANY TIME, ANY PLACE, ANY WHERE, SO, LET’S CONTINUE TO GIVE IT OUR ALL,  SO AT LEAST WHEN YOU RETIRE, AND YOUR GRAND-CHILD ASKS YOU WHAT DID YOU DO AT THE GREAT BIG BAR COMPLEX, YOU WON’T HAVE TO SAY:  “ Well (SIGH), I wrote Reorganization Plans at the Supervisors Office”... NOW YOU KNOW HOW I FEEL. THAT IS ALL… (BUGLE REFRAIN- fade to reality)

TRANSPORTATION- DANGERS are around the very next corner, so BUCKLE UP - USE HEADLIGHTS, tap that horn, and GO SLOW.  If it's NOT SAFE to go- DON'T!. Use your CHOCKS when parking on slopes..

STEEP TERRAIN- The elevation and steep terrain can significantly reduce your physical capacity = you need to shorten your ESCAPE ROUTE times by 50%. SNAGS-  Minimum separation for felling is 2 tree lengths, or 200'- whichever is more.  Work will cease when wind speeds exceed 25 mph to allow for re-assessment of the hazard.  Crews should be located perpendicular and uphill to the flight path of helicopters.  The minimum distance between bucket helicopter and crews will be 200'.   Helicopter operators and crews must agree on flight path before bucket operations begin. Rest areas, staging areas and helispots must eliminate upwind hazard trees within 2 tree lengths. 

Yesterday's Safety Challenge:  Can you find the hidden message in the LCES/215A? 

answer:  "Division Gro  up".  (That was/is a chronic typo that we can't fix = anyone with good knowledge of Lotus Word Pro that can fix that please report to the Safety tent).

PPE- ALL individuals  (IC, Dozer operators, you & I) entering incident/fire suppression areas MUST wear hard hats, leather gloves, nomex (pants and shirt), leather fire boots, eye protection and fire shelters. COMMUNICATIONS- Radio coverage improving- Air Attack should be up to provide eye-in-sky and a communications link.

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS:

POISON OAK- Many of the medical treatments have been for poison oak. Supervisors need to know what it looks like, and brief their personnel as to it's hazard. 

BEARS- They're still being seen throughout incident- keep YOUR area clean of ALL garbage.  

ROLLING ROCKS- Potential exists, especially around the steep slopes and road cuts.  Have lookouts. 

SNAKES/SCORPIONS/SPIDERS-  We've had incidents of same- stay alert and shake things out before putting them on or using that item that might be a good hiding space/"seasonal housing" for these critters. Possible Brown Recluse spiders @ Base.

STALKING WILDLIFE- Mountain Lion spotted stalking cattle (both can hurt ya).  

INSECTS- they sting (and you can swell), so BEE-WARE ! 

DRINKING WATER- drink! (remember lake and river water is NOT potable).

Ok, it's time again for "Axe da Safety Dude", I received this one recently: "Hey, Safety Dude: How'd you get into Safety ? Div. R."  I flunked out of logistics.  Actually, like ALL SOFs I was in operations as a Div./Grp. Sup.-  I was also a Med. Unit Leader, and talked to SOFs approving my 206. So, after a season of doing the base thing I decided I wanted to blend the two into something where I could get back to the line at times. I work for the IC, but really I work for you.  So, let me know how I'm/we're doing. Until then… 

    PREDICTABLE -  PREVENTABLE

Watch Out Situation of the Day
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Hazardous Materials Procedures

If you encounter outbuildings, vehicles and/or homes being threatened or destroyed by fire – remember: Hazardous materials may be stored, including agricultural or industrial chemicals, explosive substances, propane and other fuel tanks, plastics, etc.

If you encounter what you may suspect may be hazardous materials, generally:

Stay upwind, uphill and avoid smoke;

Isolate the area;

Warn others in the immediate area;

Notify your supervisor of the potential problem so trained specialists can evaluate and mitigate the situation;

If not properly trained and equipped – do not get involved.

Remember – If you don’t know, don’t go, it may blow!!

Incident Safety Officer: _____Safety Dude_____________
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