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SW Montana Wildland Fire Training 
The University of Montana 

School of Extended & Lifelong Learning  
32 Campus Drive, Suite 1728 

Missoula, MT  59812 

 

Date:   12 August, 2011    
 

Subject:     Heavy Equipment Workshop is BACK ON!! 
    

To:  April Workshop Selectees, Training Officers, Others Interested  
 
Session One: October 3-7 Session Two: October 10-14 
   **** October 10 is Columbus Day, a federal holiday 
You are receiving this information package because you were enrolled as a participant in one of 
our April Heavy Equipment Workshops.   
 
I am a federal employee; do I need to re-nominate myself? 
Yes.  Two S-232 Dozer Boss courses have been set up in IQCS for your nomination workflow. 
 

Session One: IQCS Session# 174   Session Two: IQCS Session# 175 
 
I am not a federal employee or my nominee is not in IQCS; how can I re-nominate? 
We saved all the nominations from the April sessions.  If none of your contact information has 
changed, just send an email to chrismjohnson@fs.fed.us or call (406) 243-4638 to let us know 
that you want us to use your original nomination form. 
 
I was going to be an instructor or facilitator for the course- what should I do? 
Please continue to develop curricular materials that you feel would benefit a future live, in-woods 
workshop.  Keep in mind, that no matter what time of year we choose to do this, we’ll always 
benefit from as many “packaged teaching units” as our cadre can deliver. 
 
October 10th is Columbus Day, a federal holiday, what should I do? 
We are recommending that federal employees sign up for Session One.  However, if you are 
a federal employee who can only attend Session Two, you must work with your home unit to 
determine how to handle your time and attendance. 
 
We are asking non-federal employees to sign up for Session Two. 
 
Will we all be lodging at Lubrecht Experimental Forest Monday night through Thursday night? 
Yes.  $685 tuition covers lodging at Lubrecht from Monday through Thursday nights.  It also 
covers three meals per day beginning Monday’s lunch and ending with Friday’s lunch. 
 
If you live within 20-30 minutes drive-time from Lubrecht, you may enroll at the $350 tuition rate.  
This will cover course tuition and lunches from Monday through Friday.  You will not have lodging 
at Lubrecht.  Note: The attached agenda details late nights and early starts. 
 
Where should I get a hotel room for Sunday night and Friday night? 
We have reserved a bank of rooms on four nights at Ruby’s Reserve Street Inn (800) 221-2057 
Sunday, October 2 Sunday, October 9 
Friday, October 7 Friday, October 16 
 
Call Ruby’s to reserve a room and tell them you’re with the “Heavy Equipment Workshop.” 
***The rooms are available on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
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Will there be shuttles available to pick us up from Ruby’s Reserve Street Inn on Monday morning? 
Yes.  Call Kevin Erickson (406) 544-6484.  He is coordinating crew shuttles from Ruby’s Inn out to 
Lubrecht on Monday morning and back to Ruby’s Friday afternoon.  Ruby’s Inn has a free shuttle 
to and from the airport.  Workshop participants will be discouraged from renting their own vehicles 
to drive back and forth from Missoula to Lubrecht.  It is a dangerous road in daylight conditions, 
much less at night or during early-morning hours. 
 
 
I’ve already had S-232 and I am a DOZB or TRPB or HEQB.  Why should I attend? 
Our workshops present a modified curriculum specialized for a variety of heavy equipment. 
 
 
Is there pre-work? 
Yes.  Participants should read Mechanized Equipment for Fire and Fuels Operations (2009). 
 
What should I bring to the workshop? 
Participants who are selected to attend should read their selection letter carefully.  There will be 
a list of critical equipment that participants need to bring with them.  Lubrecht Experimental Forest 
is in a remote location, so if participants fail to bring something needed for the outdoor sessions, 
they will not have a very rewarding experience. 
 
What kind of weather should I prepare for? 
October in Montana is typically quite mild.  The sun rises and sets at 7:30 am/pm.  Temperatures 
average in the middle 50s to low 60s, and precipitation is likely. 
 

 
Please reply or call with any questions, 
 
 
 
 
chrismjohnson@fs.fed.us 
(406) 529-7751 
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