Hurricane Evacuation Plan for Helibase Operations at MSY

PREPARATIONS

· Maintain a minimum 72-hour supply of MRE’s and water per person/per day.

· All personnel should maintain a minimum of ½ tank of gas in all vehicles at all times.

· Determine phone and home office contact information for all contractors.

· Maintain a current roster of all people assigned to the helibase and their contact information.

· Each contractor should make a general plan as to where they will relocate and when vehicles and helicopters will leave.  

SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale is used in public hurricane releases to classify hurricanes according to their potential for generating property damage and flooding in coastal areas. The following are the five classifications assigned to hurricanes and a discussion of each:

Category I: A Category One hurricane produces winds of 74 to 95 mph and/or a storm surge 4 to 5 feet above normal. No real damage to buildings is likely. Some damage may be expected to unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery, and trees. Some coastal road flooding and minor pier damage may be expected.

Category II: A Category Two hurricane produces winds of 96 to 110 mph and/or a storm surge 6 to 8 feet above normal. Buildings will receive some roof, door and window damage. Considerable damage to vegetation, mobile homes and piers will occur. Coastal and low-lying escape routes likely will flood 2 to 4 hours before arrival of the hurricane center. Small craft in unprotected anchorages will lose moorings.

Category III: A Category Three hurricane generates winds of 111 to 130 mph and/or a storm surge 9 to 12 feet above normal. Structural damage to residences and utility buildings will occur and mobile homes frequently are destroyed. Flooding near the coast destroys small structures and larger structures are damaged by floating debris. Terrain lower than 5 feet above sea level is flooded 8 or more miles inland.

Category IV: A Category Four hurricane produces winds of 131 to 155 mph and/or a storm surge 13 to 18 feet above normal. Extensive outside wall failure with complete roof failure on small residences will occur. Major erosions of beaches and major damage to the lower floors of buildings near the shore is likely. Terrain continuously lower than 10 feet above sea level may be flooded and evacuation of residential areas as far inland as 6 miles may be required.

Category V: A Category Five hurricane produces winds greater than 155 mph and/or a storm surge greater than 18 feet above normal. Complete roof failure will occur on many residences and industrial buildings and some complete destruction of small utility buildings can be expected. Major damage is likely to lower floors of structures located less than 15 feet above sea level and within 500 yards of the shoreline. Evacuation of residential areas on low ground within 10 miles of the shoreline may be required.

STORM AND HURRICANE WATCH AND WARNING DEFINITIONS

      During the hurricane season the authorities will issue advisories in case of threat of a tropical storm or hurricane. The four major advisories to follow closely are: 

· Tropical Storm WATCH
Tropical Storm conditions are possible in the specified area of the Watch, usually within 36 hours.
  

· Tropical Storm WARNING
Tropical Storm conditions are expected in the specified area of the Warning, usually within 24 hours.
  

· Hurricane WATCH
A hurricane WATCH means that hurricane conditions MAY threaten an area within 24-36 hours. When a hurricane WATCH is issued, everyone in that area should listen for further advisories and be prepared to act promptly.
During a Hurricane WATCH, prepare to take immediate action to protect your family and property in case a Hurricane WARNING is issued.
  

· Hurricane WARNING
A hurricane WARNING is issued when hurricane conditions are expected in a specified coastal area in 24 hours or less. Hurricane conditions include winds of 74 miles an hour (64 knots) and/or dangerously high tides and waves. Complete all storm preparations and evacuate if directed by local officials. 

TRIGGER POINTS

	TRIGGER

 POINTS
	EVENT
	ACTION

	1
	Depression or tropical storm identified including a Tropical Storm Watch in the gulf or with a chance of entering the Gulf of Mexico.
	· Track storm hourly during awake hours & provide updates at all daily meetings.

· Gather Phone numbers for FBO’s at bases helicopters will go to.

	2
	National Hurricane Center issues a Hurricane Watch for the New Orleans Area.  Landfall expected 36 hours or less.
	· All Trigger point 1 actions.

· Stay aware of possible storm tracks by tuning into NOAA radio, TV or on-line.

· Make sure all helibase personnel are notified of Watch.

	3
	National Hurricane Center issues a Hurricane Warning for the New Orleans area, Tropical Storm to Category 2 Hurricane.  Landfall 24 hours or less.
	· All Trigger point 1 & 2 actions.

· Confirm locations for the fly-away and update helibase personnel if any changes.

· Evacuate any remaining vehicles.

· At contractors discretion evacuate remaining helicopters.

· Inform SACC and Area Command of status

	4
	National Hurricane Center issues a Hurricane Warning for the New Orleans area, Category 3 or Greater.  Landfall 24 hours or less.
	· All Trigger Point 1-3 actions.

· Initiate evacuation of any remaining personnel.  

· Helibase personnel determine if they will shelter in place or evacuate.


Please make sure that if the helicopters all evacuate the New Orleans Airport we make sure that a single helicopter is not left alone to start up alone.  If one helicopter can’t start or has mechanical problems, the pilots can board another ship and get out.

COMMUNICATIONS PLAN

Try to maintain communication with AOBD’s Kent Harper or Heidi Dinkler.  Kent’s cell is 661-332-4989, Heidi’s cell is 661-330-0189.

Kent and Heidi will try to maintain contact with Area Command Bob Cunningham or Barry Hicks.  Bob’s cell is 406-544-0748, Barry’s cell is 406-531-6912.

If communication is lost, the backup “out of area” contact will be the aircraft desk at the Southern Area Coordination Center (SACC).  The direct number to the aircraft desk is 1-800-959-9181.  George Battaglia is the contact person.  Please leave a message if the phone is busy.

If we leave, the general plan is to comeback as soon as possible.  If you lose contact with Kent and Heidi, please call George and provide the following info:


Contractor name


Location


Are you all okay?


ETD and ETA for returning to MSY

BE SAFE AND HAVE A NICE EVACUATION!

