Severe Weather Preparedness Plan

Holy Cross Unified Command

September 20, 2005

The intent of this plan is to provide clear, consistent direction, for all Holy Cross Unified Command members and associated contract camp resources, in the event of severe weather impacting the assigned work area(s).  Severe weather events can come about suddenly, such as tornados and flash flooding, and require immediate action. Other severe weather, such as hurricanes, will be well forecasted providing for time to consider appropriate response.  Included within this plan will be direction and recommendations pertaining to appropriate response to mitigate hazards associated with potential severe weather events for this geographic area.

*Note: Validity of this Preparedness Plan is contingent upon the acquisition of dedicated, adequate transportation resources.

Notification Process

Forecasted weather conditions, including any Watch (storm/flood conditions are possible in the specified area of the watch) and Warning (storm/flood conditions are expected or imminent in the specified area of the warning), notices will be posted daily in the Incident Action Plan.  Field personnel (day or night) will be notified via general message over command radio frequency and distributed down through chain of command to all incident personnel as Watches and Warnings are issued.  Significant forecasted weather events with potential to impact our sub-geographic area will be addressed by PNW Team 3 C&G.  The Incident Commander will decide on appropriate response, if mitigation measures are warranted, to address expected hazards.  Area Command will be notified of the situation and advised of the impacts to ICP operations.

Tornados and Flash Flooding

Generally, weather conditions conducive to tornado and flash flood development will be tracked by the National Weather Service (NWS) and a Weather Watch and/or Warning will be issued giving some advanced notice of potential severe weather.

  In the event a Watch is issued:

Tornado Watch

· Stay tuned to radio and/or television reports in your area.



Greater New Orleans
WWL  870 AM  or  WLMG  101.9 FM



Baton Rouge

WJBO  1150 AM   or  WFMF  102.5 FM



Lafayette

KVOL  1330  AM  or  KTDY  99.9  FM



Lake Charles

KLCL  1470  AM   or  KHLA  99.5  FM



Shreveport

KWKH  1130 AM  or  KWKH  94.5 FM



Alexandria

KZMZ  580  AM   or   KZMZ  96.9  FM 



Monroe

KNOX  549  AM   or   KNOX  101.9 FM

· Monitor NOAA Weather Radio (Freq. 162.5500) for your location if possible.  

· Identify a suitable shelter.  

· For Holy Cross ICP personnel, utilize ground floor interior rooms and hallways of campus’ primary brick structures.

· For field personnel, consider firehouses or other structures with strong foundations. 

· Watch horizon for revolving, funnel shaped clouds.  Report sightings immediately to your supervisor and vicinity resources.  Disseminate information as widely and quickly as practical.

Flash Flood Watch

· Stay tuned to radio and/or television reports in your area (see above). 

· Monitor NOAA Weather Radio (see above) for your location if possible.  

· Move to higher ground.

· Listen to radio for further information.

In the event a tornado or flash flood Warning is issued:

Tornado Warning

· Take shelter immediately!  Tornados have been sighted or indicated by weather radar.
· One basic rule to follow is avoid windows.
· Go to the basement or interior hallways and small rooms at the lowest level.
· Stay away from doors and outside walls
· Avoid places with wide-span roofs such as auditoriums, cafeterias or large hallways.
· During the tornado, take shelter under a piece of sturdy furniture and hold on to it.
· Use arms to protect head and neck.
     
 If caught outdoors or in a vehicle:

· If possible, get in a building.

· If shelter is unavailable, lie in a ditch or low lying area or crouch near a building.

· Use arms to protect head and neck.

· Never try and out drive a tornado.

· Get out of the vehicle immediately and lie in a ditch or low area away from vehicle. 

      Flash Flood Warning

· When a flash flood warning is issued for your area, or the moment you realize that a flash flood is imminent, act quickly, YOU MAY HAVE ONLY SECONDS!!

· Head for higher ground, avoiding dips and low areas.

· Stay away from flood waters, six (6) inches of fast moving water can knock you off your feet.   

· Do not drive through flood waters they may be deeper than you think or the road bed may not be intact.

· If your vehicle stalls, leave it immediately and seek higher ground.

· Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers.

· REMEMBER; it is better to be wet than dead!!

Hurricane Safety Information

NOAA Weather Radio is the prime alerting and critical information delivery system of the National Weather Service (NWS). Public advisories offer critical hurricane watch, warning and forecast information (Watch – approx. 36 hrs; Warning – approx. 24 hrs.) Forecast advisories provide detailed hurricane track and wind information and offer a measure of the forecast track accuracy. Local NWS statements give greater detail on how the storm will impact your area. Hurricane force winds may extend out 100 miles from the center of the storm. Bands of very intense thunderstorms can spiral outward from the eye of the hurricane for several hundred miles producing torrential rain, and occasionally spawning tornados when they begin moving over land. The northeast quadrant of the hurricane can produce the most severe weather conditions. Recent conversations with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Joint Field Operations Center in Baton Rouge has identified Hurricane Katrina’s impact on area levies has rendered their integrity questionable. Based on the characteristics of a hurricane and this intelligence, a hurricane WATCH (approximately a 36 hour notice) will trigger evacuation measures.  However, a significant precipitation event alone may trigger an evacuation. The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers has not identified specific rainfall and/or duration amounts that may trigger an evacuation. Should a rain event be forecasted consultation with the U.S. Army Corp of Eng and or local knowledge and observations may trigger an evacuation to mitigate flood hazards.

Due to the proximity of hurricane Rita the following precautionary steps shall be taken:

If you are assigned a vehicle:

Maintain at least one half tank of gas at all times.

Stock the vehicle with 2 day supply of water and nonperishable food for those assigned to the vehicle.

Place area or state road maps in the vehicle.

A supply of AA batteries.

Cell phone contact number list.

Necessary prescription medication.

Ensure radios are assigned to at least two vehicles in each Pod.

Ensure TAC frequencies are programmed into each radio.  

PNWT3 TAC frequency (173.775 FM)

FDNY A-1 XTS3500R

In the event a Watch is issued:

· Section Chiefs notify personnel in the field to return to Holy Cross ICP.

· Stay tuned to radio reports in your area (see page 1 for area stations).

· Monitor NOAA Weather Radio (Freq. 162.5500) for your location if possible. 

· Once you arrive at ICP tie in with your Section Chief.

· Notify IMT venders to prepare for evacuation of ICP (time line approx. 6hrs.)

· Gather personal gear for departing ICP.

· Section chiefs will hand out directions, designated routes, and destination to POD leaders.

· Each Command and General Staff member will ensure that all their personnel have been assigned a seat in a vehicle.
· Personnel accountability shall continue to be maintained throughout the evacuation by Command and General Staff within their functional area.
· Each functional unit leader will be responsible for protecting and/or evacuating sensitive records and equipment. 
· IMT personnel and venders will be directed to evacuate ICP at intervals similar to the way PNW Team 3 arrived to Holy Cross ICP.   
COORDINATION BETWEEN THE UNIFIED COMMAND WOULD NEED TO INCLUDE PRE-EVAC PREPARATION TIME, DEDICATED TRANSPOTATION NEEDS AND ORDER IN, WHICH RESOURCES WOULD DEPART. 

Attachments:

Travel Route # 1

Travel Route # 2

Travel Route # 3
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