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14 CFR Public Use 
Accident occurred Saturday, March 05, 1983 in HUBBARDS FORK, KY 

Aircraft: DOUGLAS B-26C, registration: N4060A 
Injuries: 1 Fatal. 

THE PLT & ACFT HAD BEEN FIGHTING FOREST FIRES EARLIER IN THE DAY. 
A LATE DEVELOPING FIRE NECESSITATED ANOTHER DISPATCH. THE ACFT 
ARRIVED ON SCENE & CHECKED IN WITH THE LEAD ACFT CIRCLING 
OVERHEAD COORDINATING THE FIRE FIGHTING EFFORTS. THE TANKER 
MADE 2 RUNS OVER THE FIRE AREA FOLLOWING THE LEAD ACFT. AFTER 
THE 2ND RUN, THE ACFT BANKED LEFT IN A LEVEL TURN TO MAKE 
ANOTHER RUN WITHOUT USING THE LEAD ACFT. DURING THE 3RD RUN 
THE TANKER STRUCK TREES NEAR THE TOP OF A 1800 FT RIDGELINE. 
WITNESSES ON THE GROUND REMARKED HOW LOW THE ACFT WAS. 
ACCORDING TO THE PLT'S PEERS, HE TOOK PRIDE IN DOING HIS JOB WELL 
& ALWAYS STROVE TO PUT THE CHEMICAL RIGHT ON TARGET. THERE 
HAD BEEN OCCASIONS IN THE PAST WHERE THIS ZEAL TO SUCCEED HAD 
RESULTED IN HIS GOING LOWER THAN THE 150 FT AGL MINIMUM 
ALTITUDE MANDATED BY FORESTRY SERVICE REGS. HE HAD, ON 
OCCASIONS, RETURNED TO BASE WITH TREE FOLIAGE STUCK IN HIS 
AIRCRAFT.  

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this 
accident as follows: 

PROPER ALTITUDE..NOT MAINTAINED..PILOT IN COMMAND 
OVERCONFIDENCE IN PERSONAL ABILITY..PILOT IN COMMAND 
 

Contributing Factors  

TERRAIN CONDITION..MOUNTAINOUS/HILLY 

 


