File Code:  6730

Subject:  Expanded (72-Hour) Briefing

Shelter Deployment, Tarkio Fire, I-90 Complex

Lolo National Forest

To:  Gail Kimbell, Regional Forester

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Name of injured or deceased (if next of kin have been notified):  None

Preliminary factual findings:

At approximately 7:00 pm, August 10, 2005, two dozer bosses and one contract dozer operator deployed their fire shelters while in a safety zone during an active period of burning around the safety zone.  All three firefighters were unharmed during the event.

As fire activity began to increase during the afternoon, firefighter resources were directed to withdraw and move to safety zones.  While traveling to the safety zone, the dozer operator and two dozer bosses were alerted by other crews that their primary escape route could be compromised.  Due to the slow rate of travel of the dozer and the increasing fire activity, the dozer operator and two dozer bosses elected to move to an alternate safety zone they had previously identified, rather than risk traveling the potentially compromised route to the primary safety zone.  The alternate safety zone was a road junction.  The safety zone was further prepared by removing adjacent fuel with the dozer.  The three individuals were at the safety zone for approximately one hour prior to the fire front moving past them.  The dozer and a vehicle were also in the safety zone.  The dozer was positioned in the middle of the safety zone with the back of the dozer facing the direction of the fire. The three individuals deployed their fire shelters in front of the dozer blade to protect themselves as the fire front passed.  

The shelters deployed were all new generation fire shelters.  The three individuals were in the shelters for a period of several minutes while the fire front passed the safety zone.  There was no visible damage to the dozer or vehicle.  

The Team is continuing to investigate the incident.

/s/ Bruce L. Fox

Team Leader

cc:  Ann Baker

