LSA Issues
I finally got to play with the program for a while and have several comments. I think your PDA module worked very well, especially with the database limitations inherent with a PDA. I was a little skeptical at first, but now beleve that this could be a good replacement for the paper check-in form at the check-in points.
 

1) LSA-Mobile is just for check-in. You may want to change the name of the program and add "Check-In" to it. When you syc it with the Access program, the records on the PDA are removed (as they should be). If we continue with this, there should also be a "check-out" program developed for the PDA with the "Trailer Out" information if that is feasible-- one problem with check-out is that the trailer may be dispatched before the record was actually entered into the Access program and thus may not be in a PDA being used at the check-out station. However, that's another problem for another time.

I’d included only the check-in aspect because I’d assumed that all the dispatch orders would have originated in the Planning shop (or someplace on the “inside” of the organization), and that those dispatches would be recorded using the PC side of the application, not the mobile “outside” application.
A check-out module is feasible, but would require keeping all records on the PDA so that any one of them could be available for dispatch at any time.
 

2) It should be mentioned that the Access program should be opened and populated with common carrier names and items and locations and synced with the PDA prior to it being used at check-in. When I tried to use the PDA first, there was no drop down lists at all. This shouldn't be a problem since even prior to an incident, 20-30 of the most common carriers could already be loaded in the Access database and into the PDA so it was ready to go when the team first arrives at the incident. I like the way it automatically recorded the date/time the record was created and moved this into Access. The keyboard entry was surprisingly quick and efficient once I entered several records and got used to the on-screen keyboard (I don't use a PDA at all-- I still depend on my Smokey pocket calander).
The list of dropdown items is addressed briefly (though perhaps not adequately) on the last page of the write-up under the Starting A New Incident heading.

Starting A New Incident

Delete all records from tblTrailer Information.  Add as many likely entries as possible to the tables that underlie dropdown controls (like tblCarrier, tblWaybillOwner, etc.), and then perform a sync so that LSA-Mobile begins an incident with as many dropdown choices as are likely to occur.

3) When I synced the form for the first time just to add the drop down lists, I got an error message when I used the "Reconcile" button-- it had to do with moving to the first record-- there was no first record to move to. However, the message didn't stop me from completing the action.
 

Yeah, those kinds of things are annoying/startling, though, luckily, not fatal…mostly a reflection of my not-quite-ready-for-prime-time programming skills.

4) The "Not in List" procedure worked very well. It was easy enough to add that carrier to the Access list and then remove it from the comments sections after syncing the records. I like the way you added "is the carrier name" to the remarks to identify what was missing.
 

5) All in all, I think it worked very well and could be used at check-in "as is."
 

Other Comments:
 

There is one problem I just thought of and checked. The PDA is dependent on the Access database being named "LSA Trailer 10-25-05.mdb" and being located at C:\LSA
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Yes.  That is something I’d recognized as a potential issue early on.  As it is, the synchronizer utility is “hard-wired” to look for that specific folder and filename.  If I were a clever programmer, I could probably figure out how to pass a path and file name to the synchronizer.  It would, however, be relatively easy to modify the file name argument to a more generic LSA_Trailer.mdb instead of LSA Trailer 10-25-05.mdb.
Luckily, it is not fatal as you can navigate (local or network) to the appropriate Access file using Admin/Admin as the Login name/Password in the popup dialog above (which opens when it can’t find the “hard-wired” file).  Unfortunately, the synchronizer does not remember the new path, so you’d have to navigate to the new file location with each synchronization…inconvenient at best.
Another note is that any improvements or enhancements you might add as time goes on would have to use the LSA Trailer 10-25-05.mdb that was packaged with the LSA Mobile distribution as the starting point, as it contains the several modifications I made to table structure, queries, and forms that facilitate mobile functionality.
This could be a problem since I usually encourage people to rename the program file to the actual incident name, something like "Hurricane Sally July 06.mdb." Also, I had planned to change the date of the file as I made revisions to it.
 

We can correct for the file name by giving the Access database the name "LSA Trailer" and cautioning people not to change the file name or folder installation at C:\LSA. If they have multiple hurricanes, they would have to remove a previous "LSA Trailer" file prior to starting a new one or else the data would be lost.
 

Yes, it would be relatively easy to modify the “hard-wired” sync location to C:\LSA\LSA Trailer.mdb.

What about the drive letter? Does it have to be "C". If the program is run from a network with a drive letter other than C, as will certainly happen with a IMT on the incident, will the program still work?
 

Yes, you could navigate to the file location on a network but, as I mentioned before, you’d have to navigate with each synchronization, which is a little bit lame.
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