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Columbine Public Lands Office





Fuels-Reduction Update





Prescribed Fire Planned for Lange Canyon


The San Juan National Forest plans to conduct a prescribed fire in the Lange Canyon area, about ten miles east of Bayfield. The earliest burning might occur would be mid-October. If conditions are not conducive to burning this fall then fire managers would try burning in the spring (late April to late May). Prescribed fire helps reduce the intensity of future wildfires by thinning dense stands of ponderosa pine and oak, reducing woody debris on the forest floor, and pruning lower branches to keep fires from climbing into treetops. 





Will it be safe?


The prescribed fire will be set and monitored by trained firefighters using methods designed to keep flames at low intensity and close to the ground. The desired effect is to burn undergrowth and ground debris, but leave larger trees alive.


What about smoke?


Daytime smoke will travel north/northeast. It will be lofted high into the air and is not expected to affect local residents. However, nighttime smoke will travel downslope into the Beaver Creek drainage and south to the Pine Rive about three miles north of Ignacio, where it will be noticeable but not heavy. Smoke will linger in the mornings after burn days, but clear away by mid-day.


Will there be closures?


Lange Canyon Road (FDR 132) and portions of Relay Station Road (FDR 743) will be closed during burning. Burn areas will not open for recreation until declared safe.


When will burning occur?


This project will take several days to accomplish, and burning will likely take place on consecutive days. Total acreage is 1,423; unit size to be burned each day varies from 250 to 896 acres. Wind, moisture, and other factors must be taken into account to determine the timing of a prescribed fire. To assure safety and success, the exact dates cannot be set until just prior to the burn. Watch for local media announcements. 


For More Information:


Call the Columbine Public Lands Office at 970-884-2512.





Why is this burn necessary?


Lange Canyon has been the site of prescribed burns in the past and this latest project will continue to keep the fuel accumulations at a safe level in the national forest. The prescribed fire will also improve the health of ponderosa pine forests by reducing competition from Gambel oak, removing ground litter to expose mineral soil for seed germination, and releasing natural minerals and nutrients into the soil. It will also improve habitat for deer and elk by causing resprouting in the Gambel oak and allowing sunlight to stimulate the growth of grasses and forbs.
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