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Background

The McNally Fire began on 7/21/02 north of Kernville, CA in Sequoia National Forest.  On August 5, 2002, Don Studebaker’s California Interagency Incident Management Team 2 assumed command of the fire.   Paula Martinez/Joan Wynn (Substitute) IOF1 and Rich Phelps DIOF1 assumed incident information duties.

Information Centers

We have two information centers, one at the ICP and one at the Mt. Whitney Ranger Station in Lone Pine.  There was also a center in Kernville, which is now closed.

Email

We established two-way communication with the media and other interested parties through using e- mail technology.  On a daily basis we forwarded the daily update using a list of contacts.  We also created mcnallyfire2002thankyou@yahoo.com for people to contact the firefighters.

Web Site

The web site was a significant source of information for the public.  Callers to the office asked for and were referred to the web site frequently.  The site was maintained on a daily basis using the update, photos, “Thank You E-Mails to Firefighters,” maps, links to other relevant information, news stories generated by Fire Information Officers.

Media Contact

During the last two week our media contact has been limited to mostly phone contact.  One contact with CNN.

Daily Updates

Every morning the updates are completed and e-mailed by 9:00 am.  Information was gathered from various sources including briefs, press releases, 209’s, and IAP’s.

Fire Records

Fire records have been kept since the beginning of the incident.   Records are filed by date.  Records include, phone logs, some media articles, personal logs, fire photos and miscellaneous letters, memos etc.  

