[image: image1.jpg]




Attention:


 ALL NPS HELICOPTER PERSONEL 


NPS Rappel Stand Down








Information Technology Solutions





United States Department of the Interior - National Park Service – Branch of Aviation





3833 South Development Way, Boise ID 83705


 








S/s Shad R Sitz NPS Aviation








Discussion:


NPS Rappel Stand Down:





There's been a fatal  rappel accident on the Backbone Fire on the Shasta Trinity National Forest  that  involved a FS employee. This fatal accident occurred while conducting proficiency rappel operations from a helicopter.  Until we can determine the specifics of what occurred and corrective actions to be taken, NPS will join Region 5 USFS decision in suspending all rappel activities within the National Park Service. This includes NPS proficiency and incident helicopter rappels of any kind.





This stand down does not apply to NPS short haul or STEP operations.


All NPS Helicopter Programs shall take some time and review what we are doing.





During this stand down please take some time to review all of our aviation operations:


Review all aviation missions and inspect all helicopter equipment.


Review your standard operating procedures


Review and physically inspect all Rappel and Short Haul equipment and procedures


Review all Crew Resource Management activities (Communication,Briefings, Procedures) while on the ground and the aircraft


Review human factors and decision making for all missions





Please see the prelim mishap notice from the F.S. 


As additional information comes out that can be shared I will get it out to all the programs. This NPS rappel stand down will be until further notice, and we will keep you posted as the investigation continues.














Recommendation: 


NPS Rappel Stand Down








National Park Service


AVIATION SAFETY FLYER




















