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We honor the pioneers of aviation today not by following in their path but by using what they have learned to accomplish NPS missions as safe as possible. It is exciting to watch the experts push their limits beyond what is known. Though we are aviation professionals also, pushing the limits is not what we do. Our job is the exact opposite actually. The National Park Service pilots and aviation personnel fly many complex and interesting missions. Though we will be benefiting from all of the knowledge and technology gained from the pioneers of aviation it is our responsibility to put safety first while using it. Rappelling, short haul, search and rescue, animal capture and eradication of animals (ACETA), law enforcement, fire and resource missions all have inherent risks. It is a priority to take a good hard look at what we are doing, how we are doing it and why.


Lead a discussion with your group about the following topics:


Review the basics of operational risk management (ch3, IHOG)     Discuss how every member of the crew, at each level, can use it.


Recognizing unacceptable risk and how to “just say no”(pg 20 IRPG)


Talk about medium risk syndrome (pg 52, Aviation Field Reference Guide)


Review the Aviation blue and orange cards.


Are your park’s Project Aviation Safety Plans and approvals current?


When was the last time your crew participated in a crash scenario? 








Dream of flight brought Wilbur and Orville Wright to Kitty Hawk, North Carolina where, after four years of experimentation, they became the first people to fly a heavier than air, power controlled machine, known as the Wright Flyer.


What they achieved changed our world forever.


National Aviation Day was created in 1939 by presidential proclamation to commemorate this event and the men that made it happen.


Did You Know?�Neil Armstrong, the first man to step foot on the moon, carried with him a piece of the cloth and wood from the original 1903 Wright Flyer. 








Since the advent of flight, there were people seeing aviation for all of its possibilities. On the blank canvas of aviation, pilots aggressively pursued the “firsts” and breaking records… The use of aviation by the military accelerated flying skills and the creation of new technology. 1903 the Wright brothers take the world’s first powered flight, 1924 sees the first flight around the world and the first helicopter flight, 1937 the Hindenburg zeppelin burns, 1940 the first smokejumpers jump, 1946 the first helicopter is used in fighting fire,1947 Col. Chuck Yeager breaks the sound barrier, 1955 first air tanker,1959 when NASA chose its first 7 astronauts and 1969 when 2 of them became the first to walk on the moon, the first rappellers in 1972, 1986 the loss of the Challenger Space shuttle, then the Columbia Shuttle in 2003 the same year as aviation celebrated her first century. Each landmark built on the successes and failures of each flight before, all of which were lessons learned the hard way, made by people that would push themselves and their aircraft to and past their capabilities.
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National Aviation Day – August 19th


NPS Special Briefing Topic











