[image: image1.jpg]



STATE OF NEVADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
NEVADA DIVISION OF FORESTRY

911 Falcon Lane

Elko, Nevada 89801

Phone (775) 738-3454


Fax (775) 753-8626 

June 4, 2005

PRESS RELEASE

From:  Nevada Division of Forestry

738-3454

Contact: William Wolf, Regional Forester

A tragic accident has claimed the life of Nevada Division of Forestry Firefighter Crew Supervisor Audie Lee Cross, age 44 years, at approximately 3:30 pm June 3rd.

Firefighter crew supervisor Cross was working with his 12 man Carlin Conservation camp fire crew some 10 miles south of Battle Mountain on a conservation fence building project.

The details of the accident are under investigation by the Lander County Sheriffs Department, an internal NDF team, Occupational Safety and Health of Nevada, and other regulatory agencies.

NDF State Forester/Firewarden Pete Anderson came to Elko last night to oversee the circumstances of the accident and comfort the family of Cross.

Mr. Anderson has stated “that he is deeply saddened by this accident, offers his sincere sympathies to the family, and will provide any assistance to our fellow employees and the inmates touched by this death.”    

His wife, Lori, and 7 children survive Mr. Cross.  He has been employed with the NDF since 1999, and resides in Carlin, Nevada.  Prior to going to work with NDF he spent time in the agricultural and ranching occupations.

The Conservation camp program throughout Nevada provides work projects and Fire fighting crews consisting of a supervisor and 12 inmates.  In the Northern Region of the NDF there are 4 camps Carlin, Wells, Winnemucca, and Ely.

NDF will be assisting with the establishment of a memorial account in the near future to help with the family and related expenses.     
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