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Memorandum

To:

NWCG Members, Working Team/Advisory Group Chairs

From:

Chair NWCG

/s/   J L Stires

Subject:
Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics (MIST)

An interagency group of Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) reviewed current federal agency policy, guidelines, NWCG training material, and NWCG position task books dealing with MIST.  The NWCG tasked the Incident Operations Standards Working Team (IOSWT) and the Training Working Team (TWT) to review the SME recommendations and present their conclusions at the May 2003 NWCG meeting.

The NWCG accepted the IOSWT recommendations and is providing the following guidance and information:

· MIST policy, as written in the enclosed attachment, is appropriate as a National guideline;

· GACGs should review the attached MIST guidelines for completeness and accuracy in their respective areas before final acceptance;

· MIST should be accepted as a valuable tool in fire suppression, as long as it is only used within the appropriate circumstances;

· Some agencies may wish to adopt the attached guidance as policy;

· The MIST acronym should be used by all member agencies;

· The NWCG Training Development Group will continue to review MIST guidelines and incorporate them into the NWCG curriculum as deemed appropriate by specific course SMEs;

· NFES 2708, Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics, video, VHS (2003), is now available through the Great Basin Cache at a cost of $3.08/each.
If you have any questions regarding this memo please contact your NWCG working team liaison.

Attachment

