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Background:
On April 20, 2005, Aero Union Corporation sustained an aircraft accident with a 
P-3 Orion which had been awarded one of seven Large Fixed Wing Airtanker contracts for the up coming fire season. 
Key Points:
 

· The accident aircraft was on a company training mission. It had previously complied with DynCorp and Sandia National Lab inspection process.
· NTSB is investigating the accident with some of their most qualified personnel. A “GO-Team”, that includes Vice-Chairman Mark Rosenker, Vice-Chair of the NTSB will assist in the investigation.
· Because they were not currently under contract, the FS will not investigate the accident.

· We are in the process of temporarily standing down four airtanker contracts and crews, all belonging to Aero Union, based in the Southern and Eastern Geographic Areas. This will allow time to reflect on their lost colleagues.
·  All P3s awarded contracts for 2005 are required to be inspected on a 5 to 1 flight hour ratio. Each hour flown with retardant in the tank will count towards 5 hours for the purposes of the 100 hour airframe inspection.
· We are aggressively working with Avenger Aircraft Services to develop the Operational Service Life Determination for the Lockheed Martin P2V-5 and 7 airtanker.
· In 2004 we provided supplemental fire fighting aircraft to offset the loss of Large Airtanker capability. The effort resulted in an Initial Attack success rate of 99.1 percent. This compares to 98.3 percent in 2003. We estimate there were 70 fewer large fires in 2004 that would have occurred without aggressive initial attack.
· We are committed to strong initial attack, comparable to 2004, in 2005

· Inquiries regarding this accident should be directed to the National Transportation Safety Board – Public Affairs Office, at (202) 314-6100.

Contact:  Larry Brosnan, Assistant Director, Aviation – (202) 205-1505
 

