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PERMIAN BASIN REGIONAL TRAINING CENTER
Unit:
Permian Basin Regional Training Center (in cooperation with Carlsbad Caverns NP)
Title:
Training Center Planning and Development
Congressional Districts: 

New Mexico 
2nd District
Steve Pearce (R-Roswell)


Senate

Pete Domenici (R NM)




Jeff Bingaman (D-NM)
Background:

In August 2000, a large-diameter gas pipeline near Carlsbad, New Mexico failed and exploded, killing an extended family of 12 that had been camping nearby.  As a part of the ensuing legal settlement, the surviving family members donated $10 million to the Carlsbad (NM) Foundation for the purpose of establishing a training center for those agencies that responded to the disaster.

A committee of regional public safety and industry representatives met through 2003 and 2004 to set the course for the center and to determine the training needs of the region.  The committee visited several fire training and educational facilities to establish the benchmarks for the center to be built in Carlsbad, NM.

In May 2005, Mark J. Maciha, Chief Park Ranger at Carlsbad Caverns NP, was placed on an Intergovernmental Personnel Act detail as the center’s first executive director to facilitate the construction and development of the center and to establish the educational programs for the facility.

Kidde Fire Trainers of Fair Lawn, NJ has been contracted for the site planning and as the vendor for the live fire props.

The training center is slated to include live scenario training facilities for structural fire, law enforcement, aircraft fire and rescue, confined space and trench rescue, emergency vehicle operations, public fire prevention, oil and gas industry safety and emergency operations, hazardous materials incidents, and wildland fire.

A live wildland fire simulator is being developed for the facility that will be the first of its kind in the world.  The simulator will provide a controlled, gas-fired experience suitable for training wildland firefighters in leadership, incident command, engine operations, hand crew tactics and wildland-urban interface operations.  It is being designed to simulate a variety of fuel models, rates of spread, flame lengths, exposures and scenarios that can be integrated into national-level training programs.
The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center-Artesia has expressed an interest in law enforcement props related to clandestine lab operations and facilities suitable for their advanced training programs.

Oil and gas industry representatives have been working closely with the design team to develop training programs and props to support their safety and emergency response needs.

New Mexico State University-Carlsbad has offered office space and support to the project and has expressed an interest in providing college credit for the center’s programs.
Issues:

· The $10 million fund for the center is held in trust by the Carlsbad Foundation.  Loans against the principal will be obtained to provide funding for the initial construction of the props.
· The land for the facility will be obtained from the City of Carlsbad from their industrial park project, located near the Cavern City Air Terminal.  Approximately 95 acres will be secured for the center.
· Eddy County has expressed an interest in providing some funding from its fire excise tax fund for the construction of a multi-agency fire station on the facility grounds to house the center’s fire apparatus and a variety of specialty vehicles (e.g., command vehicles, special operations trailers) that are currently owned by the City of Carlsbad and Eddy County.
· Comparable training facilities have been built in other parts of the country for approximately $20 million.  Additional funding will be sought from industry, state and federal appropriations, and grants to complete the project.

· The project has received favorable attention from the local media and from local elected officials.  
Contact:
Mark J. Maciha, Executive Director, Permian Basin Regional Training Center, P.O. Box 3030, Carlsbad, NM  88221-3030, 505-302-5288 

