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	Key messages –External

· Fire is an essential part of most forest and rangeland ecosystems, and is as natural as rain, snow and sunshine. It should be expected to occur in areas with fire prone vegetation. Its exclusion could result in more intense fires.

· There have been dramatic changes in WUI, Wood and Weather. Decades of fire exclusion, growing fuel loads, increasing wildland urban interface, extended droughts, and changing climate have changed the dynamics of the fire environment. 

· At the height of fire season, fire behavior is often resistant to direct suppression. Such efforts can be ineffective and may actually increase the risk to firefighters.

· The Forest Service will only engage in actions that are safe and likely to be effective and successful.

· Large, complex fires - called mega-fires - are increasing & becoming more dangerous for firefighters. 

· In the past 10 years, on average, 21 firefighters die fighting wildfires and there are 7 aviation accidents. The Forest Service alone spends $1.2 billion to suppress about 10,000 fires.

· The Forest Service will continue to help people in communities near wildlands learn to live safely with fire and become safer, fire-adapted communities. 
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