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	· Science-based computer models, decision support tools and adoption of different approaches are part of the continuing effort to protect lives, values at risk and restore ecosystems.

· Decision support tools will help managers determine the most appropriate and effective strategies. 

· The FS will continue to manage all fires, engaging in time and space where the likelihood of success is highest.

· The Forest Service is assigning NIMO teams in advance to Forests where there is potential for large, complex fires - called mega-fires during 2009.

· The forests chosen will “pave the way” in developing a system on how large complex fires should be managed in the complex fire environment of the 21st century.

· This process will begin pre-fire season, so the selected forests have time to practice scenarios, and engage the public and cooperators regarding these innovative approaches. 

· Communication with partners and stakeholders is critical to the success of managing these fires. NIMO will assist in identifying key constituents and developing communication strategies for common understanding inside and outside the agency.
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