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	· The FS will focus on wildfire suppression decisions that can meet reasonable incident objectives using the safest and most cost-effective means that have a reasonable probability of success.

· Though the FS is evolving its approaches in fire management, it does not diminish our commitment to firefighter and public safety or other key objectives, including protection of property and resources – nor does it diminish our commitment to our local, county, state, and federal wildland fire suppression partners.

· The more contemporary fire management approaches are not “Let it Burn” actions, but strategies that will place resources in the areas they are likely to have the most success rather than having overwhelming mass on a fire and exposing firefighters with very little impact on the end result. 

· The Forest Service understands the potential impacts on our partner agencies and is committed to work closely with them to mitigate those impacts. 

· The FS is, and always will be, committed to aggressive Initial Attack. However, initial attack in some areas could unnecessarily expose firefighters to risk.

· The Forest Service is committed to managing firefighting resources more wisely without compromising commitments to firefighter safety or the protection of life, property, and natural resources.

· The operating principles in 2009 are intended to be safer, more efficient and cost effective for the Forest Service and its wildland fire partners. 
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