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	Key messages – Wildland Firefighting Partners

· One-quarter of one percent (0.25%= 20 to 30 fires) of the fires each year are the costliest fires in terms of consuming fire management resources and money.

· In the past 10 years on average 21 firefighters die fighting wildfires and there are 7 aviation accidents. The Forest Service alone, spends $1.2 billion to suppress about 10,000 fires.

· In the Agency’s quest for continuous improvement in making informed decisions, the Forest Service is focusing on preparing the Forests that are most likely to have the largest, and potentially most life threatening and costly fires. 

· To ensure success in managing these fires, the Forest Service and its partners need to engage in pre-season preparation to establish a shared decision-making, risk informed process.

· Suppression costs have dramatically increased as a result of forest conditions, climate change, and increased development in the wildland-urban interface.  

· Fire suppression costs are rapidly eroding the Forest Service’s ability to redeem the rest of its mission. 

· Out of 10,000 fires a year, 20 to 30 of those fires consume about one-third of the Forest Service suppression budget.
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