Public Safety Officers' Benefits (PSOB) Program: Hometown Heroes

   Survivors Benefits Act of 2003

Date Signed into Law: December 15, 2003

The Hometown Heroes Survivors Benefits Act of 2003 amends the PSOB Act. If a public safety officer dies as a direct and proximate result of a heart attack or stroke, that officer shall be presumed to have died as the direct and proximate result of a personal injury sustained in the line of duty.

Under the Public Safety Officers' Benefits Program (PSOB) a public safety officer is a person serving a public agency in an official capacity, with or without compensation, as a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or member of a public rescue squad or ambulance crew.

Law enforcement officers include, but are not limited to police, corrections, probation, parole, and judicial officers.

Volunteer firefighters and members of volunteer rescue squads and ambulance crews are covered under the program if they are officially recognized or designed members of legally organized volunteer fire departments, rescue squads, or ambulance crews.

A public agency is defined as the United States.

According to the Act, firefighter means an employee the duties of whose position are primarily to perform work directly connected with the control and extinguishment of fires or who is employed under the authority of section 2105(a)(1)(F) of title 5, United States Code, whose job description requires the performance of firefighting duties as an additional rather than as a primary duty and who, at the time the personal injury occurred, is engaged in such work in the control or extinguishment of a fire or other emergency operation.

In short, the PSOB program covers State and local law enforcement officers and firefighters and Federal law enforcement officers and firefighters. So, it would include all Forestry Technicians working as firefighters. But, it does not cover contractors or their employees.
