HEALTH AND SAFETY MESSAGE

"A moment for SAFETY 

Can last a LIFETIME"
INCIDENT:  BIG BAR COMPLEX
DATE:  10/06/99                    TIME:  0600-1800

The SAFETY S's:

SNAGS,   steep terrain,   SNAGS,   safety zones,  SNAGS,  slick roads,  SNAGS, school buses, SNAGS, sanitation, SNAGS, scorpions and spiders, SNAGS, stalking wildlife, SNAGS.

Fire Order of the Day – Initiate all actions based on current weather and expected fire behavior
Narrative:
GOOD NEWS- most of you are doing an outstanding job - keep up the good work with attention to SAFETY!

CONGRATULATIONS are in order to TOM BARDENWERPER, SOF on AA & BB = while doing SAFETY duties here he was informed that he has been selected as a referee for the Olympics in Australia (Sydney, Sept.  2000), so if he tells you to "break-it-up, and get to your corner" he's talkin' SAFETY ZONES.  He also needs to be Demobed by then…

 FATIGUE got you down - take care of yourself.  WASH hands often, get the proper rest, so you don't come down with accidents, injuries or illnesses. Remember to continue to: ASSESS the situation - THINK about proposed action- (maybe get a second opinion), then ACT…

TRANSPORTATION- roads may be SLICK-, so BUCKLE UP - USE HEADLIGHTS, tap that horn, and GO SLOW.  Fire vehicles must clean windshields regularly. Use your CHOCKS when parking on slopes. COWS & DEER- spotted along/in roads. Watch-out and slow down for that SCHOOL BUS!

STEEP TERRAIN- The elevation and steep terrain can significantly reduce your physical capacity = you need to shorten your ESCAPE ROUTE times by 50%. 

SNAGS-  Did we mention SNAGS are a threat?  Minimum separation for felling is 2 tree lengths, or 200'- whichever is more.  Work will cease when wind speeds exceed 25 mph to allow for re-assessment of the hazard.  Crews should be located perpendicular and uphill to the flight path of helicopters.  The minimum distance between bucket helicopter and crews will be 200'.   Helicopter operators and crews must agree on flight path before bucket operations begin. Rest areas, staging areas and helispots must eliminate upwind hazard trees within 2 tree lengths. 

FIRE BEHAVIOR- Div. Supvs. will confirm suitability and location of ESCAPE ROUTES and SAFETY ZONES. Remember LCES LOOKOUTS- Lookouts will be placed where identified by Div. And Crew Supvs.- they need to be able to SEE potential fire activity to be effective.                     

(Today's Safety Challenge: Can you spot the hidden message on the LCES/215A ?) 

PPE- ALL individuals  (IC, Dozer operators, you & I) entering incident/fire suppression areas MUST wear hard hats, leather gloves, nomex (pants and shirt), leather fire boots, eye protection and fire shelters. 

COMMUNICATIONS- Radio coverage improved- Air Attack up to provide eye-in-sky and a communications link.

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS:

POISON OAK- Many of the medical treatments have been for poison oak. Supervisors need to know what it looks like, and brief their personnel as to it's hazard. 

BEARS- They're still being seen throughout incident- keep YOUR area clean of ALL garbage.

STALKING WILDLIFE- Mountain Lion spotted stalking cattle (both can hurt ya).  

ROLLING ROCKS- Potential exists, especially around the steep slopes and road cuts.  Have lookouts. 

SNAKES/SCORPIONS/SPIDERS- We've had incidents of same- stay alert and shake things out before putting them on or using that item that might be a good hiding space/"seasonal housing" for these critters. 

Possible Brown Recluse spiders @ Base.

INSECTS- they sting (and you can swell), so BEE-WARE ! 

DRINKING WATER- drink! (remember lake and river water is NOT potable).

Supervisors:  PLEASE review the Spanish/English LCES terms listed below with your line personnel.

Ok, ok it's time for this segment of "Axe da Safety Dude"-, this just faxed in: 

"Dear Safety Dude: I've noticed you haven't included Bigfoot on any of your SAFETY MESSAGES.  Why Not ? your Mom".   

Answer: Well Mom, as you might remember I know Bigfoot- had a face-to-face with 'em that summer I worked in Hyampom, when I went to Humboldt State (there is no truth to the rumor that I dated Bigfoot though). Anyway, it's my understanding that Bigfoot is no longer here- that they've moved east for a stint as a White House Intern.

Remember:    PREDICTABLE -  PREVENTABLE

Watch Out Situation of the Day
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15.WIND INCREASES AND/OR CHANGES
DIRECTION




LCES

LOOKOUT, COMUNICATION, 

ESCAPE ROUTE, SAFETY ZONE

Pronunciation:

Luk aut, Ca mun i que shi on,

Es quep Ra out, Saef ti Zon
MCEZ

MIRADOR, COMUNICACION,

RUTA DE ESCAPE, ZONA DE SEGURIDAD

Pronunciacion:

Mee rah door, Co moon ee kah see eon,

Roo tah de Es cah peh, Zoe nah de Seh gur ee dahd



Incident Safety Officer:     "Safety Dude"                            . 
